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ORDINANCE. SYDNEY CHURCH ORDINANCE. 

AN ORDINANCE providing For Parochial governme~lt and 
for the management of Church Property and for 
other purposes. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to make provision for the several 
matters hereinafter mentioned the Synod of the Diocese of 
Sydney in pursuance of the powers in that behalf conferred upon 
it by the Constitutions for the management and good government 
of the Church of England within the State of New South Wales 
ordains as follo\\rs :- 

1. This Ordinance niay be cited as  the "SYDNEY CHURCH 
ORDINANCE 1912" and is divided into parts as  follows:- 

Part 1 .... REPEAL .............................. s. 2. 
Part 2 .... INTERPRETATION .................. s. 8. 
Part 3 .... TRUSTEES ......................... ss. 4-8. 
Part 4 .... SITES FOR NEW CIIURCHES &c. NEW 

GLEBE LANDS NEW BURIAL 
........... GROUNDS Bc. ss. 10-13. 

Part 5 .... NEW CHURCHES Bc. ............. ss. 14-16. 
Part 6 .... C13URCHES kc. THEIR USES kc.  ss. 17-24. 
Part 7 .... GLEBE LANDS ................... ss. 25-28. 
Part 8 .... BURJAL GROUNDS .............. ss. 29-31. 
Part 9 .... VESTRY RfEETINGS .............. ss. 32-37. 
Part 10 .... CHUI<CHC\'ARDENS .............. ss. 38-42. 
Part 11 .... PARISH COUNCILS AND CHURCH COM- 

MITTEES ................ ss. 43-52. 
Part 12 .... OFFICERS - APPOINTMENT AND 

REMOVAL .................. s. 53. 
Part 13 .... ABSENCE &c. OF  ARCHBISHOP .... s. 51. 
Part 14 .... ABSENCE &c. OF  hIINISTERS ...... s. 55. 
Part 15 .... GENERAL ........................ ss. 56-61. 
Part 16 .... SCHEDULE. 



/ 2, (1) The Sydney Church Ordinance and the Sydney Chulch 

i Ordinance Amendment Ordinance 1898 arc hereby 
repealed but all the provisions thercof \vith respect to 

I Church\vardens and Parochial Councils shall as to each 
Church continue m force until the next annual vestry 
meeting of such Church and notivithstanding part 7 of . 
this Ordinance the llrovisions of Clause 34 of The 
Sydncy Church Ordinance shall apply so far as  they 
la~vfully may until the 1st day of April 1919. 

((2) The rcpeal of the said Ordinance shall not affect the past 
operation thereof nor anything. suffercd done or com- 
menced nor any right privilege obligation or liability 
acquired accrued or incurred thereunder. 

(3) All officcs established and a11 persons clccted or ap- 
pointed to and holding any office undcr the said rcpealed 
Ordinances shall continue and save as afcrcs:iid they shall 
be subject to the provisions of this Ordinance as  if it 
had bcen in force at thc time such offices were estab- 
l~ shed  and such persons were elccied and appointed and 
as  if they had been established clccted and appointed 
respectively hereunder. 

(4) Save as  aforesaid and except sn far RS there is anything 
in this Ordinance inconsis~ent therewith this Ordin- 
ancc shall apply to all matters and things 
made done or commenced under thc said repealed Ordin- 
ances and a t  the commcnccment of this Ordinance of any 
force or effect or capable of ac~u i r i ng  any force or effect 
by virtuc af the said rcpealed Ordinances as if this 
Ordinance had been in force ac the time they were mdde 
done or  commenced and they were made done or  com- 
menced hereunder. 

-- - 

Part 2.--INTERPRETATION. 

3. In this Ordinince unless inconsistent wtth the context 
or subjcct matter. 

(1) "Archbis:lopt' means the Archbishop of Sydney for the 
tir.te being. 

(2) "Archhishog in Council" means the Archbishop on the 
Advice of thc Standing Committee. 



(3) "Church" mhcn applicable to a building means a build- 
ing of any Parish Mission District or Conventional Dis- 
trict duly consecrated or licensed for the celebration of 
Divine Servicc the administration of the Sacranients and 
the l~erformance of any other Rite or Ordinance of llle 
Church of England and except in parts 5, 9, 10 and 11 
includes Chapels and Mission Llalls consecrated or 
licensed as aforesaid. 

(4) "Church of England" means the Church of England 
within the State of New South Wales. 

(6) "Church Property Trust" means the Church of England 
Prol~crty Trust Diocese of Sydney incorporatrtl under 
the "Cliurch of England Trust Prol~crly Inco r !~o ra t~o~~  
Act 1881." 

(6) "Financial year" means the period buginning with the 
1st dny of April and ending with the alst  day of AIarrh 
next folloming. 

( i )  "Minister" means 
(a) as  applied to a Pnrish t i ~ c  hlin~ster duly liccnsed 

thereto for the time being by the Archbishop or his 
Commissary or the Administrator of the Dioccse, and 
subject to such limitations as  the said Alinister or 
if the cure bc vacant as the Archbishop shall prescribe 
the Minister duly liccnsed to olliciatc in thc place 
of the Said Alinister or during such vacancy and 

(b) as applied to a Missiqn District or Conventional 
District the Minister for ih: time being licensed 
thereto. 

(8) "Parish" means 
(a) a Parish exclusive of any part thercof coml~rised in 

any Mission District or any Conventional District 
(b) n Mission District or 
(c) A Conventional District. 

( 9 )  "Parishioner" means any member or the Church of 
England including n married \vomab do 
(a) has usually during three months mithin the period 

of t!~~elvc months preceding the time being attended 
Divine Service in a Church of the Parish or 

(b) being a resident in the Parish has a t  least three 
months but not more than trvelve months preceding 
the time being paid in pel!' rent or othcrwisc one 
gound towards the general purposes of a Churcli of 
the Pnrish in resncct of the financial yenr current at 
the tirnc of such nnyment 



and such member shall be a parishioner of such Church i 
>" 

provided that no such member may be a parishioner of 
more than one Church for the time being. 

(10) "Subscriber" means any membcr of the Church of 
England including a married woman who has paid one 
pound towards the erection of a building intended to 
become a Church or of :he Parsonage for the Minister 
thereof. 

(11) "Vestry Rleeting" means a meeting of thc adult p;~rish- 
ioncrs of a Church convened under the provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

Part  3.-TRUSTEES. 

4. An adult male mcmbcr of thc Church of England and Qualificatio~ 
no other pcrson shall be cligible for election or appointment I' 

as a Trustee under this Ordinance. 

5. Any Trustce of any Parochial Church property who Disqualifi- . 
cation. 

(1) shall have been abscnt either from the State for more 
than twelve months in succession or from more than three I 

meetings of the Trustees in succession and in each case 
without the conscnt of hi5 CO-trustees and the sanction 8 

of the Archbishop. 
(2) shall neglect or refuse to execute a declaration of trust 

or to act in the trusts or to furnish any account called 
for under section 7 of this Ordinance. 

I 
(3) shall become bankrupt or lunatic or a 
(4) shall in the opinion 'of thc Archbishop in Council be 

incapable or unworthy of acting 
may bc removed from his office of Trustee by the Archbishop E 
in Council. i 

6. Whenever any Trustee of any Parochial Church Property Ncw~nrrtce 
shall die or shall resign his office mith the consent of his co- 
Trustees or co-Trustee if only one or shall be removed as afore- 

! 
said the vacancy thereby caused shall be filled as  follows:- 

(1) Where such Church property is held for the sole benefit 
of some i~articular Parish the Archbishop shall by writ- 
ing give notice of such vacancy to the Minister and 
Church~vardcns of the Church or the principal Church 
if more than one of such Parish and they shall within 
fourteen days call a vestry meeting of such Church 
and such meeting may by election fill up such vacancy. a? 



(2) In all other cases the vacancy sball be filled ua by elec- 
tion by the Spnod of the Diocese or if not so filled up 
or such Synod he not in session by the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

(3) A certificate signed by the Archbishop shall in favor of 
borln pde purchasers for value be conclusive evidence that 
the persons named in such ccrtificate are the duly con- 
stituted Trustees of the Parochial Church Property men- 
tioned in  such certificate and in the case of lands under 
the operation of the "Heal Property Act 1900" or any 
Act amending or taking the place of the same shall so 
far as  the Synod may lawfully so provide entitle such 
Trustecs to be registered as the proprietors thereof and 
to have a Certificate of Title issued to them rvitl~out :my 

'(L formal transfer. 

cnunts. 7. The Synod or if thc Synod be not in session the Stand- 
ing Committee may call ugon any Trustees of any Church pro- 
perty for any account of their dealings with the same and may 
submit such account to Auditors appointed by the Synod and 
the fees.of such Auditors shall be paid by such Trustees out of 
snch Church property. 

ditar,. 8. At the first session of each Synod two or more persons 
!;hall be appointed by the Synod as  Auditors for the purposes 
aforesaid provided that if no such appointment be made or a 
vacancy occurs the Standing Committee may make such appoint- 
ment or fill snch vacancy a s  the case may be, 

glstcr of 0. The names occupations and residences of all Trustees of 
ustces. any Parochial Church Property shall bc registered in a Book 

to be kept by the Registrar of the Diocese. 'I'hc Registrar of 
the Diocese shall also keep a Terrier of the Trust lands and 
particulars of other Trust Property held by the aforesaid Trustees. 

'\ 

Part 4.-SITES FOR NEW CHURCHES &c. NEW GLEBE 
LANDS NEW BURIAL GROUNDS &c. 

nveyancc 10, Whenever any person or persons or corporation shall desire 
i Transfer. to provide for the use oi the members of the Church of England 

a sitc for the erection of a Church Parsonage School House or 
other building or a sitc with a building suitable for any such 
purpose already erected thereon or any Glebe Land Burial 
Ground or other land or any interest in land such person or 



persons or corporation having first obtained the sanction of the 
Archbishop and the consent 06 the Church Property Trust shall 
cause the said land or interest in land to be conveyed or trans- 
ferred by instrument duly registered under (the form of Con- 
veyance contailled in the Schedule to this Ordinance or under 
such other form of conveyance or transfer as may be approved 
by the Archbishop in Council. 

11. In  any case where such land or interest in land shall be Declnrnliou: X 

transferred by Memorandum of Transfer under tl:e Real Pro- Oi T'U5t' 
' 

petty Act or any Act amending or taking the place of the same 1 
then the Church Property Trust shall a t  the same time execute 
a Declaration of Trust in such terms as  shall be approved by i 1 thc rirchbishop in Council. a 

f 
12. The person or persons or corporation so causing such LoJglng d$ 
land or interest in land to be transferred by Memorandum of $::itOD O' % 
Transfer as  aforesaid shall cause such Declaration of Trust or 
a duplicate or attested copy thereof to be deposited with the 
Registrar-Genera: 

i 
13. Upon completion of the said Conveyance or l'ransfcr as Title ~ e c d $  
the case may be all documents of title which relate io the land "" 
or interest in land so conveyed or transferred as aforesaid and 
which the Church Property Trust shall be entitled to shall forth- 
with be delivered to the Church Property Trust or to its order. 

I 

Par t  5.-BUILDING NEW CHURCHES ,kc. 

14. The approval in writing of the Archbishop shall be ohtaincd plaur, etc. 
for the position and :he plans and s~~ecifir.~tions of all bni!dings 
intended for a Church Parsonage School House or other building 
for the use of members of the Church of England beforti the erec- 
tion thereof on any lands heid upon trust for any Church purpose. 

transferred as  aforesaid and it bas been provided witb such things 

16. No building shall be consecrated or licenscd as a Church 
until tbe site upon which it is erected has been so conveyed or %&,,, 

4 
as  may be requisite for the celebration of Divine Service accord- 
ing to the law and usage of the Church of England. 

18. Before or within thirty days after any building shall be Uectin of 
consecrated or licensed as  a Church a meeting of adult Sub- sub'cci'c"'r 
scribers shall bc convened within such time as  the Archbishop T 
shall by writing appoint and all the provisions hereinafter con. 
tained which are  applicable to an Annual Vestry Meeting and 



i vhich relate to the validity and effect of things done or to be 
done at an Annual Vestry Meeting shall ?~tniaiis  >rzriin~rdis apply 

! to such meeting of subscribers and for the purposes aforesaid 
"Subscriber" shall be read for "parishioner" and the functions 
of the Minister and Churchwardens shall be performed by such 
person or persons as the Archbishop shall by writing appoint. 

1 - z Part 0.-CI-IUIICHES, ETC., THEIR USES, ETC. 

rson to 4;. No person shall he pernlitted to celebrate Divine Service 
iciatc. administer the Sacraments perform any othcr ritc or qrdinancc 

of the Church of England or preach any sermon in any Church 
'\t , unless he be first licensed or approved by the Archbishop. '!, 

CI 78. A Church shall not be used for any purgose other than 
the celebration of Divine Service the Administration of the 
Sacraments the perfornlancc of the Rites and Ordinances of the 
Church of England or the giving of religious instruction except 
with the consent in \wiring of the Archbishop and of the AIinister 
if any for the time baing thereof and no person except the Arch- 

a' bishop shall be a l l o ~ e d  to perform any clerical office in a Church 
except with the consent of the Minister or if there shall not be ;I 
Minister for the time being thereof with the consent of the 
Archbishop. 

i s -  18. The hlinister shall havc the charge and be responsible for 

g f R  
the safe custody of a11 Church Registers and Records other than 

UI current Books of Account and shall Itecp the same within thc 
Churcl~ or in such other place as the Archbishop shall from tinie 
to time in writing appoint and if there be no bIinister such custody 
and responsibility shall belong and attach to the Church~~ardcns. 

=ht, or PO. The Minister shall have free access and admission into 
i i"cr,  the Church at all such times as  he shall think fit, and may cele 

'. b r m  Divine Ser\lice administer the Sacraments and perforln all 
other Riles and Ordinances of thc Church of Englan& therein 
without any hilidrancc from any person whomsoever and shall for 
such purposes havc kcj's of the Church and shall freely havc 
use possess and enjoy the parsonage garden and ap~~urtcnances 

f' and mag frccly use the School Ilousc and othcr Parochial build- 
ings for such parochial purposes as  he may deem desirable and 
shall for such pnrposcs have keys thereof and shall have the use 
of scats in the Church as provided in section 41 (9). 

tcrntlons 21. It shall riot be la\vful to make any alteration by tva!. bf 
~DC.r"CUt5 . td addition or diminution in th-, f&dc densils brntimbnts bf- ."- On'Jm:ni' furniture of. a Church or in-the internal nriangemcnts thereof ok 

'f ,, - *.-- " --:.- *-- --'- - -p- ' I 
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otlicnvisc ho\vsoevcr nor to placc any monument in any part of 
a Ghurcli save with the sanction of the Archbishop to be givcn 

t 
by a fnculty or other form of aermit provided that no such altera- 
tion utensils ornaments furniture or othcr things shall bc pcr- 
mittcd placed or rcmiiin in any Church nor in any such position 
therein as \\*auld 11c illegal in any Church of Ensland in England. 

12. Subject to any regulations made hereunder applications Faculricr, C '  

for such sanction as nforcsaid sIia11 be made by the Minister and 
by thc Parish Council of the Parish in which thc Church con- 
cerned is situated or if there bc no Parish Council then by the 
Minister and the Churrh Cotnmittcc or if there be also no Church I 
Committee then by the AIinister and the Churchwardens of such ! 
Church. ! 
13. T h e  Arcbbisi~op in Council may from timc to timc make ~ c g u l a r . v [  
or approvc of rcgulations for thc practice procedure and forms 
and prcscribc fccs in rcspcct of a11 matters arising under sections 
t\\'enty-one and twenty-two. 5 
24. The ~ l r chb i s l i o~  may for tlic purpose of enabling him to ~!chbi?hop'$ 
den1 with any applic;ition mndc under scctions twenty-one and D'rec''on9' 
t\vcnty-t\vo of this ordinance direct all such notices to he given 
meetings to be summoned and other things to be done and in 

I 
such manner as he may think fit. 

Part 7.-GLEDE LANDS. 3 

26. The 'rrustecs for the t i~nc  being of any Glehe land may Lcascr. 

wit11 the conscnt in Ivritinfi of the Archbishop and as to any 
f 
5 

part of tlic said li\nd which may bc in the possession or occupn- 
tion of thc Aiinistcr for the timc being of the Church to which 
such Glchc land is anncscd with thc further consent of such 

,I 
hfinistcr let thc said Glcbe land upon building or other lcases 
for any term not excceding t~venty-eight years reserving the rents 

b 
and profits thcttof to the Tmstr:cs for the time being. 1 

! 
26. Tlic Trustees for thc timc bcing of Glebe land which has ,!;:;,":,t 
been let in accordance with the provisions of the 3lst Scction of 
the Act 8 Wm. IV., No. 6 or of the Sydney Church Ordinancc 

J 

or which shall be let under this Ordinance shall hold the net 
rents and profits thereof after satisfying thcreout from time to 
time the amounts which are permanently charged thereon bv 
yirtuc of the o~iginnl  trusts of the said land and t$ "Church f 
Acts Repealing. Act of 1897" or othcrtvisc upon trust to apply the 
same from time to time as hereinafter provided. < 
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plus Rents. 
plication el 17. '1.11~ snld 'rruatccs after satisfying the said amounts $0 

pcrtnanct~tly c h n r ~ c d  nr nforesrid stla11 from timc to time until 
othcrwiso dctcrtnlncd by Synod ctpply t l ~ c  remainder if any of 
such net rents nntl lrronla in 11nyiog ntr ndditionnl onc hundred 
nntl lifty pountls ycnrly to rlrc htlnisrcr for the timc being of 
tho anid Church and ia paying one hundred and fifty pounds 
yearly to thc Curate or otlrcr Assistanr of such hIinister and 
to such other purposc5 not n~aou~r t~ t rg  to n diversion from the 
purposes to which such Glcbe lalid is devoted within the meaning 
of the "Church Acts I(cpcaling Act of 18Di" as  the Council for 
the time being of The lldmc Afisssion Sociuty of the Diocese of 

I Sydney from time to time with pomr  to vary the same shall 
i appoint and the Archbishop shall snnctioll and thc Council for 

the timc being of the said Society is hereby cxliressly autl~orised 
' ( 4 ,  to make such appointments as  aforesaid from timc : J time and 

c to vary the same. 

aister's 28. Save as aforesaid the IvIinister shall be  cntitled to the 
'ht8 Glebe land and to receive the rents and profits thereof and not- 

withstanding anything hereinbefore contained the Trustees shall 
if required by the Afinister in cases where the Parsouage shall be 
situate upon the Glebc .reserve and appropriate to the per- 
sonal use and occupation of the Minister in addition to the < amount per annum to be paid to him from the rents and profits 
of such Glebe such portion of such Glebe as shall be sanctioned 
by the Archbishop. 

I 

- I 

Part 8.-BURIAL GROUNDS. 

pg~:$~- 20. All lands including churchyards now or hereafter vested in 
,tioo Trustees and consecrated for the purpose of being used a s  a 

I' 
Burial Ground for a particular Parish shall be under the charge 

t 

and '8dministration of the Churchwardens and the Minister of the 
Parish in which such lands are situated and shall not be uscd 
for any purpose other than the burial of the dead according to 
the rites and ceremotiizs of the Church of England. Provided 
that if and when the Burial Ground of Saint Thomas' North 

, , Sydncy shall be  closed 3r further interments therein shall be 

i prohibited by or under any Act for the time being in force the 
charge administration and management thereof may be placed 
by the Archbishnp in tho hands of a Committee to be from time 

. -- to time appointed by him and the said Committee in carrying 
I out the charge administration and management may act i n  such 
i 

< II 
manner in all respects as they deem expedient and the Archbishop 

. sanction. 
tii - .,". 
- 



30. Tbe Archbishop and such Trustees as  aforesaid may together Ruler, Regulp 
subject to the proviso in section 29 make and from time to time 
al!er Rules and Regulations and scales of fees- 

(a) For the management of such Burial Ground. 
(b) For interments in such Burial Ground. 
(c) For the enclosure of land therein by kerbing or otherwise. 
(d) For any other matters including the application of any 

i 
such fees. t 

31. Subject to such Rulcs and Regulations and to the proviso in Vosumsnt# 
section 29 the Minister and Churchwardens may permit any monu- K",lt,. 
ment to be erected or placed and any vault to bc  dug and made 
in any part of the Burial Ground and any altetation or addition 

I 
ta be made in or to any monument or vault. I 

Part %-VESTRY MEETINGS. 

32. Vestry Meetings may be convened by the Minister and Con 
Churchwardens of the Church and shall be convened by writ- 
ing placed in  a prominent position a t  each entrance to the 
Church and announcement at the morning and evep'ng services 
or the service if only one at least two Sundays before such 
meeting stating the time and place of such meeting Provided 
that in cases where service is for the time being celebrated less 
frequently than each Sunday such announcement may he made a t  
the service or services celebrated on one Sunday only before 
such meeting. 

Vestry Meetings rnay be convened a t  any time for the con- 
sideration of any business or matter connectcd with the Church. 

1 
33. A Vestry Meeting shall be convened in respect of each hnn.1 vo*W$ 
Church in every year for some date later than the Slst day Me""ng'- 
of March and within twenty-one days after Easter Monday unless * 

the Archbishop in any case by writing either before or after such 
date shall have elapsed shall prescribe some other limit of time 
and such meeting shall bc known as  the Anntal Vestry Meet- 
ing. 

34. Six adult parishioners or the Minister and five adult Q*or*m . 
parishioners shall constitute a quorum at  any Vestry Meeting or 
adjourned Vestry Meeting. 

If no quorum be present within half an hour after the tim; i 

appointed for the meeting the Meeting shall stand adjourned for i 
seven days the time and place for the adjourned meeting being i 



i 
i p  

the same as  those appointed for the first nrceting and the adult 

r' parishioners present at such adjourned meeting shall constitute a 
suorum for such meeting. 

? If a auoruni be present at a Vestry AIeetinp or ad- 
journed Vestry hrccting the meeting nlay from time to time be 
adjournec: to such timc and place as  tbc hlceting niay deter- 
mine. 

:bJrmm. 35. Tlie Minister if present sliall be 111c Clu:~irrnan of the 
Vestry AIceting or any adjour~icd Vestry AIccting and if the 
Minister shall not be present at any time the meeting before 
proceeding to or \vith business slioll subject to an opliointmcnt 

r 
t under section 66 elect n Chairman who shall ~iresidc during the 

absence of the I\.linister. The Chairman shall liave n casting vote 

' \ \  only. -,, . 
' ,~usincrs a t  30. Each Annual Vestry bfeeting shall :-- 

innun1 Vestry 
dlectinp (1) Receive and pass or otherwise dctcrniinc upon the ac- 
r counts of the Churchwardens. 

(2) Give directions as to the printing and distribution of 
the accounts of the Churchwardens. 

(3) Elect two qualified persons to be Churchwardens. 
4 (4) Apdoint a person or persons to audit the accounts of the 

Churchwardens for the ensuing year. 
(6) If it is the Annual Vestry Meeting of one of two or 

more Churches of a Parish determine whether or not 

I 
there shall be a Church Committee and if in the affirma- 
tive elect three six or nine qualified persons to be mem- 

I bers thereof. 
( 6 )  If it is'the Annual, Vestry AIeetinp of the only Church of 

I a Parish- 
t 
L (a) Determine whether or not these shall be a Parish 

Council and if in the affirmative 
1 .  

h'i,,,, 
(b) Elect three six or nine aualificd 11ersons to be mem- 

bers thereof and 
(c) Determine wltktl~er or not the rights porrcrs and 

duties of a Church Committee sliall vest in such 
Pnrish Council. 

(7) Subject to any modification in particular cascs under 
1 
3 section 43 (2) if there be more than ooc Church of the 

Parish and it is the Annual Vestry Meeting of the p r j p  
cipal Church elcct three or six persons to be meml~ers 
of the Parish Council. 

I 1 
t IR) Transact such dther business connected a i th  the Ch,urch 
1 
I as  the fneetinp may desire. 

--I.- - . -&--- A- -..-..-- -- I 



37. The Minister shall at each Annual Vestry Mccting appoint llnistcr'r .' 
one aualified person to be a Church\varden and shall within three n'pointments] 
d.?ys after such mceting appoint onc clualificd pcrson to be a 
member of thc Parish Council and Church Committee respectively 
for each threc persons clectcd at such meeting to be members 
thereof. t 

i 

Part 1U.-CtIURCH\\'ARIIENS. i 

38. Any male adult parishioner who is a Communicant mem. Qunlifirrl- 
ber of the Church of E i ~ g l m d  m d  no other person shall bc t'ooL 1 
qualified to bc clectcd or appointed a Churchwarden. .E 
39. The oficc of a Church~vardcn $hall bccomc vacant if he shall New ~ h u ~ c h . &  
die rcsign or bccome bankrupt or lunatic or othcr\c'isc incapable 
of actinp and the vacahcy thcrebp caused shall he filled as  
follows :- 

I 
: 

(a) If hc held officc by virtuc of election the Minister and 
Churchwardens shall within trrcnty-onc days after the f 
vacancy arises convene a Vcstty Meeting and such Vestry 
Mceting shall elect a Churcl~aardcn in his place. 

i 

(b; If lie held ofiice by virtue of appointment thc Minister 
shall within tlventy-one days nftcr thc vacancy arises 
appoint a Churchmardcn in his place. 

40. The persons so clcctcd and npl~ointcd Cliurchwardens as Tenure of 

aforesaid shall hold and cxecutc the officc of Churchwardens OECC 
subject as  aforcsaid until the cnsuiag Annual X7cstry hfccting and 
any act done by them or the majority of thcm as  Church\vardens 

! 
shall be deemed to bc the act of. the Churchtvardcns. '1 
41. Thc rights powcrs and d u t i c ~  of Churcliu~ardcns besides ~i htS,powe,[ 
those prescribed in thc Book of Common Praycr shall hc:- an% Duties. i 

(1) To liave the charge and administration of all Parochial 
Churcll Funds and Property not by the Trusts undcr 
\vhich they arc held cscludcd from such charge or admin- 

1 
istration. 

(2) .To keep order in the Church and Churchyard. 
(3) To have the superintendence :md dircction of all mattera 

connected with thc arrangement assignment and letting 
of seats in the Church provided that a suScicnt numbet ' 
of the seats shall be reserved and al~\-ays doproprinted to 5 
the gratuitous use of the Minister. 

(4) To collect all seat rents and other moncys if any payable 
to the Churchwardens. 

- 
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(6) T o  have the care of the C h u r ~ h  and its furniture and of 
other things appertaining to the celebration of Divine 
Service and to see that everything is fit and in proper 
order for ihe due performance thereof. 

(6) T o  report to the Archbisl~o~, any grave ~rregularitics in 
the perfo~mance of Divine Service any t~i l ful  neglect of 
duty or any flagrant misconduct on the part of the 
Minister. 

(7) T o  report promptly to the Rcgistrar of the Diocese the 
names addresses and occupations of all llcrsons elccted 
or appointed to be Trustees Ghurch~vnrdeus members of 
Church Co~~lnlittecs or members of P x k h  Councils. 

(8) T o  insure the Church or Churches the fittings fixtures 
and furniture therein and the parsonage schools and all 
other buildings with the appurtenances thereof taking 
cmc that the insurances are in the names of the proper 
persons and are otherwise in order. 

(9) Before every Annual Vestry hlccting to prepare a state- 
ment of all moneys received and expended by them dur- 
ing the previous financial year and a balance sheet for 
the said year in such f o ~ m  as the Archbishop in Council 
may from time to time prescribe n41ich shall be duly 
certified by their own signatukes and by the signatures 
of the kuditor or Auditors duly app0inted.a~ hereinbefore 
mentioned and to produce a t  the Annual Irestry Meeting 
such statcmcnt and balance sheets so certified and to 
fortvard copies thereof to the Rcgistrar of the Diocese 
and to deliver to their successors the book or hooks con- 
taining the acqounts of sudh moneys and likewise alI 
vouchers for payments together wit11 such balance as  shall 
appear by the said accounts to be remaining in their 
hands. Also to prepare and submit to the hlecting a n  
account showing all moneys received by them after the 
termination of the financial year and all payments made 
thcreout for stipends and salaries and urgent espcnscs 
connected with Divine worship and hand over the linlancc 
of such moneys to their successors, and also to cause 
statements of account to be  printed and distributed as 
directed by the Annual Vestry Meeting. 

ught., =tc., if (a) If there he only one Church of the Parish and the 
!o Church 
.a.nmittec or Annual Vestry Meeting shall not have determined that 

7 .o Parish 
f :ouncil. 

+ the rights p ~ t \ ~ e r s  and duties of a Church Committee shall 
I vest in the Parish Council such rights powers and duties 

$! ' . shall for the ensuing year vest in the bfinister and 
z%w&q,, --.- - . LL 



I Church\vardcns and if there be no Parish Council the 
rights pocvers and duties of a Parish Council shall also 
for the ensuing year vest in the Minister and Churyh- 
wardens. 

(b) If the Annual Vestry Meeting shall not have determined 
under section 36 that there shall be a Church Committee 
the rights powers and duties of a Church Committee 
shnll for the ensuing year vest in the Minister and 

I I.  

Churchwardens. 3 

Pnrt 11.--PARISH COUNCILS AND CIlURCH COhIhlITTEES. 

43. 11) If therc be only one Church of the Parish and the Annual Constitution 
Vestry AIeetinp shall have determined that there shal! &%kh 
bc n Parish Council there shall for the ensuing year be 
a Parish Council tvhich shall consist of the htinister and 
Churrhmardens and such persons so elected and appointed 
thereto at and after such Annual Vestry hleeting ~s 

k 
aforesaid. 

. 
3 

(2) If there be more than one Church of the Parish th\:re 
shall be a Parish Coitncil which shall consist' of the 
AIinister and Churchwardens of thc princ~pal Church and 
sucli persons so elected and appointed thereto a t  and 
after the Annual Vestry hIeeting as  aforesaid and also of 
such one of the Churchwardens of each othcr Church. 
of the parish as shall be appointed thereto from time 

i t 
to time by such Churchwardens. Provided that on the 1 
applicatiou of the churchwardens of any Church of the 
Parish the Archbishop in Council may make any modi- 
fication of the Constitution of the Parish Council in the 
1,articular case of such Parish. 

44. If the Annual Vestry AIceting shall have determined under Fp;ff$:p 

i 
section 30 that there shall be a Church Committee there shall for Committcea. 
the ensuing year be a Church Comn~ittee which shall consist 
of the Minister and Churchwardens and of such persons so 
rlccted and appointed thereto a t  and after such Annual Vestry 

E 
1: % : 

15Iceting as  aforesaid. 

46. Any male adult parishioner who is a Communicant mem- Qunlihsatio~ 1 
bcr of the Church of England and no other person shall be quali- L 
ficd to be elected or appointed a memter of the Parish Council I 
and Church Committee respectively. 1 " 
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4%. The oficc of menlber of a Parish Council or Church Coni- 
mittee shall become vacant if he shall die resign or become bank- 
rupt or lunatic or o t l ier~~isc  incapable of acting and the vncanrv 
thereby caused shall be filled as f o l l o ~ s  :- 

[a) If he held office by virtue of election the Minister and 
the Church\'arde~is of the Church a t  the Vcstry Meeting 
~~~herco f  lie was clccted shall within twenty-one days after 
the vacancy arises convene a Vestry Meeting and such 
Vestry Alecting shall clect a person in his place. 

(b) If hc held office by virtue of appoint~~ic~l t  by the Alinister 
the Minister shall within twenty-one days after the 
vacancy arises appoint a person in his place. 

47. The persons so clectcd and appointed members of the Parisll 
Council and Church Committee respectively as aforesaid shall 
hold officc subject as  aforasaid until the ensuing Annual Vestr)' 
Meeting. 

48. The first meeting'of tho Parisk Council shall be called 
by the Minister or the Churchwardens of the principal or only 
Church as the case may be and the first meeting of the Church 
Committee shall be called by the Minister or the Churchwardens 
of the Church and all subsequent meetings shall be call>d by 
such persons and ot such times as the Council or Committee 
respectively shall dcternine. Provided that the Minister or a 
majority of the Council or Committee respectively may call a 

* 

special meeting of the Council or Committee respectively at any 
time by \vritten notice to each member thereof. 

40. The Minister shall be Chairman but if he bi! not present 
the members shall clect n Chairmarl who illall preside during the 
absence of the Minister. The Chairman shall have a casting vote 
only. 

60. At all meetings of the Council or Committee respectively 
one-third of the existing number of mcmbcrs thereof shall, con- 
stitute a quorum. 

61. The rights powers and duties of a Parish Council but 
without imposing oil the members thereof any lcgal liability 
shall be:- 

(1) To fix and cvitli the consent of the Minister and Arch- 
bishop or it the cure be vacant \vith the consent of th.: 
Archbishon alone from time to time to alter the stipend 
of the Minister provided that any endowment or other 
income-producing gift  for or towards or supplementing - the stipend of the Minister shall not effcct an alterationc 
of the stipcud so fixed or altered as  aforesaid, but the 
annunl amount of such gift when received by the Min- 
ister shall be deemed to have been rccqived on account 
of the current pear's stipend. 

+. - ..- -&--a*%--dA . - - - 



(a) Where there are two or more Churches of the Parish also 
to fix and from time to time to alter the proportion of 

B 
the stipend to be contributed by each Church provided 

e 
that the Parish Council shall forth~vith give to the Church- 

f 

tvardens of each Church of the Parish notice of any detcr- 
minntion under this sub-section and the Churchwardens 
of any such Church may \!pithin sixty days after receiving 
such notice npneal from such detcrminatio~l to the Arch- 

! 
bishop and the decision of the Archbishop thereon shall 
be final. i 

i 

(3) To fix wit11 the consent of the hlinister the stipend of 
any Curate or of any Catechist or other lay \\.orker. 

(4) To col:sult and take proper action either probrio nrolu 
or on reference by a Vestry Meeting or the Minister upon 
all measures of general interest to the Parish. 

i 
t 

62. The rights powers and duties of a Church Committee but R i P h  t c .  

without imposing on the members thereof any legal liability shall $',,C$:;iI. * 
be:- 

(1) T o  provide moneys for special or general Church pur- 
I 

poses. 1 
(2) To control the funds alrd property of thc Church except 

so far as  the same arc hy the trusts undcr ~ h i c h  they a 
are held excluded from such control ~~ro\.ided that no 
school building shall be used for any purpose not sanc- 

f 
tioned by the Minister. I 

(3) To fix and from timc to tlme to alter the salaries to be 
paid to any lay persons holding any office in or about 
the Church. 

(4) To repair the Church or Churches the fittings fixtures 
%. 7 

and furniturc theroin and thr Parsonage Schools and 
all other buildings with the nppurtenanccs thereof. 

(6) To provide thc hlinister \\.it11 sufficient means for the safe 
f 

custodtr of all Church Rcgistcrs and records. 

16) To provide the hlinistcr \vith funds towards the relief 01 
the poor of the parish or district. 

(7) To direct the expenditure or investment of any surplus ' 1 
funds. 

(E) From time to time to tis the terms of the agreements 
'i 

\vhicii thc Church\\.ardens map make with persons for the 
letting to them of scats and to vary any arrangement 

s 4 existing with regard to seats being rented o r  free (pro- 
vided that at least one-third of the seats shall always be 
frdel and to increase or reduce the rent mhich shall have 



been previously fixed for sucli scats. Provided that three 
months' notice of sucli increase or reduction be given to 
existing seat-holders and that such incrcasc or reduc- 
tion shall not take effect until the cxpiration of any then 
current tenancy. Provided also that if thcrc is a debt 
upon the Church Parsonage or School buildings for 
which any persons are personally liable no such rcductioxi 
shall take  lace nor shall the number of frcc scats hc 
increased without the consent in writing of sucli pcrsons. 

(9) To fill up any vacancy in the office of Auditor. 

(10) To confer with another Cornniittce or otlicr Cornmittccs 
upon any matter affecting the I'arish or any part thereof. 

Part 12.-OFFICEHS-APPOINTMENT AND REAIOVAL. 

53. The Organist and Choir of cach Church shall from time 
to time hc appointed and removed by the AIinistcr and all other 
officers shall he appointed by the Churchwardens of such Church 
with the concurrence of tlie Minister. 

Part 13.-ABSENCE, ETC., OF  AI<CIIIiISI1OP. 

54. In the absence of the Archbishop from the State of New 
South \Vales' the powers by this ardinnncc vcsted in him shall 
(subject to such limitations as  he may px.cscribe) he exercised by 
a Commissary appointed by liirn and in default of sucli appoint- 
~nent  or if the Archbishop he incirpablc of acting then by tlie per- 
son who if the Sce were vacai~t would bc the administrator of the 
Diocese and if tlie See be vacnnt then by sucli ndministrntor. 

Part 1.6.-ABSENCE, ETC., OF  MINISTERS, 

55. In any case \\*here thcrc shall he no Afinistcr or no Minis- 
ter competent and willing to discharge tlie functions or any of 
the functions devolving upon him under this Ordinance any 
person appointed by the Archbishop by writing may discharge 
such funrtions and sucli discharge shall have tlic same validity 
and effect in all respects as  if there had becn a hfinistcr corn- 
pctcnt and willing to discharge and he had discharged the same. 



Part 16.-GENERAL. 

60. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be held to refer to the 1:xemption of 
Cathedral Church of St. Andrem Sydney or to the lands and pro- Ca'hc"al' 
perty belonging thereto. 

t 
(1) AS to whether any meeting of Subscribers Parishioners or 

i 67. In all cases where any question or dispute shall a r i s c  Dlsputcs. J 

Trustees or 
E 
t 

(a) As to whether any election or appointment of any person i 
or persons to any office established or provided for by 
this Ordinance 

has been effectively provided for.or has been called or made in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance such question 
or dispute may be determined by the Archbishop in Council. 
And in all cases where any question or dispute shall arise 

(3) As to whether any vacancy has arisen in the office of 
Churchwarden or of a member of a Parish Council or a 
Church Committee. 

(4) As to mhich are for the time being the boundaries of any 
Parish, 

i 
(6) As to which is for the time being the principal Church 1 

of any Parish or 
(G) As to which is the Church in respect of which any person 

is for the time being a parishioner 
such question or dispute mny be determined by the Archbishop 
alone. 

68. Thc Archbishop or the Archbishop in Council as the casc procedure. 

may be shall enter into the consideralion of any such question or 
dispute as  aforesaid only upon the application of some person 
or persons interested therein and for the purpose of determining 

I 
the same the Archbishop or the Archbishop in Council as  the 

I 
case may be may give all such notices map make such inquiries 
and do all such things as shall appear reasonable and proper 

I 
under the circumstances. 

In defnult of 
60. (1) In all cases where Mcctings and r 

o~pointments. 
(a) any meeting of Subscribers Parishioners or 

Tiustees or 
t z 4  

(b) any election or appointment of any person either 
originally or in casc of a vacancy to any office 
established or provided for by this Ordinance . i 

has been ineffectively provided for or shall not be called 
or made in accordance with the preceding provisions of 

1 
1 

this Ordinance the Archbishop 
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I The Arch (c) may call such meeting by such notice and for 
! '' \bishop s p y  

: ealt meeting such time and place a s  he may think fit or may 1 I by writing appoint some other person to call such 
! i meeting for such time and place as aforesaid 

and to act as Chairman thereof and 
i And make 
i appoinlmcnts. 

(d) may by writing appoint to any such office any 
person duly qualified therefor under this Ordin- 

< ance. 

Validity ,ueE mccli,rsr 01 
(2) All such nteetings and appointments so nuthorised a s  

and aforesaid sh:tll have the same authority validity and effect 
nppolntnents. 

i and be deemed to be the same in all respects as if they 
I had been cnlled and made respectively in accordance with 

, !' the said provisions. 

" t$b,i:p 00. Notwithstanding anything llereinbefore contained ally School 
Schsolhoure, blouse or other parochial building shall on the requisition of the ' G&fPg:. Archbishop be available for the purpose of any meeting which 

?i i the Archbishop may call or appoint some other person to call 
I under this Ordinance. 
n 
i Naroinar 61. The marginal notes shall not for the purposes of construction 

Notes. be deemed to be part of this Ordinance. - 
SCHEDULE. 

L 
CONVEYANCE T O  THE CORPORATE TRUSTEES. 

I ,  THIS INDENTURE made the day of 
between A.B. of of the one part and 
the Church of England Property Trust ~ i b c e s e  of Sydney a . . hody Corporate (hereinafter called the said Church Property 
TNSL) of the other part Witnesscth that a t  the request of the 

I said Church Property Trust [and in consideration of 
1 He the said .%.I). doth grant and release unto the 

said Church Property Trust and their successors all tbat 
5 .  

., together with all buildings rights privileges easements 
and appurtenances to the said hereditaments or any of them ap- 
pertaining or wit)) the same or any of them now or heretofore en- 

: \: 
joyed or reputed as p:rrt thereof or appurtenant thereto And all 

I the estate right title and interest of the said A.B. in and to the 
said premises To hold the said premises hereinbefore expressed 
to be hereby granted and released unto and to the use of the said 

I Church Property Trust their successors and assigns Upon Trust 
I to permit a CCllftrclt, School, or as may  be3 to be erected on the 

I said land to be called and to be subject 
1 to the provisions of the "Sydney Church Ordinance 1~~19'' 

, I  . I 
or any other Ordinance of the Diocese of Sydney for the time 

\ , '  : being in force and applicable to the said land. 

1% . t. [Usrlal Vendor's Covenn?rts.l 
j' I 

1: .;, ,' IN WITNESS, &c, 
'.C w- ~ ~ - ~ ~ -  - 
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I certify that the Ordinance as printed is in accordance with 
the Ordinance as reported. i 

'3 

DePuty Chairrrzsn of Costtrrittees. 

We certify that this Ordinance was passed this ninth day 1 
of October, 1912. I 

E. CLAYDON Secretaries of 
W. R. BEAVER 1 Synori. 

I assent to this Ordinance. 1 ! 

JOIlK CHARLES SYDNEY.. 
22/10/12. 

'i 
h 


