
Church Insurances Ordinance 1981  
 
(Reprinted under the Interpretation Ordinance 1985.) 
 
The Church Insurances Ordinance 1981 as amended by the Church Insurances Ordinance 
1981 Amendment Ordinance 2012 and the Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney 
(Financial Reporting) Amendment Ordinance 2014. 
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Long Title 
An Ordinance to provide for insurance against risks associated with the Anglican Church in the 
Diocese of Sydney and for related purposes. 

Preamble 
A. The Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney (the ”Property Trust”) holds 
certain church trust property (the “funds”) arising from payments made by parochial units and 
other diocesan bodies to insure against risks associated with the Anglican Church in the 
Diocese of Sydney (the “Diocese”). 

B. It is expedient that the funds are also applied to meet costs and expenses related to or 
incidental to the insurances taken out by the Property Trust against such risks and the payment 
of other amounts to manage and address risks associated with the Diocese. 

The Standing Committee of the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney Ordains as follows. 

1. Name 
This Ordinance is the Church Insurances Ordinance 1981. 

2. Interpretation 
For the purposes of this Ordinance – 

board means any council, committee, board or body constituted by or under the 
provisions of any act, deed, ordinance, constitution or otherwise, whether incorporated or 
not, to which the management, control or use of any church trust property is committed. 

parochial unit means a parish, provisional parish, recognised church or provisional 
recognised church in the Diocese. 

3. Trusts 
The funds are held on trust to advance the purposes of the Diocese through the payment of – 

(a) premiums for insurance against risks associated with the Diocese and other costs 
or expenses related to or incidental to such insurance, and 

(b) other amounts to manage and address risks associated with the Diocese. 
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4. Legal liability insurance 
The Property Trust, to the extent that the funds are sufficient to permit the same to be applied in 
meeting the premiums payable on the insurance to be effected pursuant to this clause, shall 
apply the funds to insure against liability for death or injury to persons and loss or damage 
occurring in connection with the ownership, management, control or user of church trust 
property provided that the Property Trust may by notice in writing inform any board that such 
insurance shall not be effected by the Property Trust and in that case the board shall effect the 
insurance. 

5. Insurance of improvements 
The Property Trust, to the extent that the funds are sufficient to permit the same to be applied in 
meeting the premiums payable on the insurance to be effected pursuant to this clause, shall 
apply the funds to insure all improvements erected on church trust property together with any 
contents being church trust property provided that the Property Trust may by notice in writing 
inform the board that such insurance shall not be effected by the Property Trust and in that case 
the board shall effect the insurance. 

6. Other insurances 
The Property Trust, to the extent that the funds are sufficient to permit the same to be applied in 
meeting the premiums payable on the insurance to be effected pursuant to this clause, may 
effect any other insurance it considers prudent for the Diocese as a whole including any 
insurance the wardens or a parochial unit or a church of a parochial unit, but for this Ordinance, 
would be required to or may effect. 

7. Standing Committee may make regulations 
Any insurance effected pursuant to this Ordinance shall be in accordance with any regulations 
which may be made from time to time by the Standing Committee. 

8. Notification of insurances 
The Property Trust, on taking out insurance under clause 4, 5 or 6 in relation to any parochial 
unit, must notify the wardens of the parochial unit or each church of the parochial unit, as soon 
as reasonably possible thereafter, of the risks insured against and the sum or sums insured. 

9. Other costs and expenses 
(1) The Property Trust, to the extent that the funds are sufficient after meeting the cost of 
insurances taken out under clauses 4, 5 and 6, may apply the funds – 

(a) to meet such other costs and expenses related or incidental to such insurances, 
and 

(b) to pay such other amounts to manage and address risks associated with the 
Diocese,  

as the Property Trust considers prudent. 

(2) The costs and expenses of the Property Trust in performing its functions and exercising 
its powers under this Ordinance are to be paid from the funds. 

10. Reporting 
(1) Within six months after the end of a financial year, the Property Trust must submit to the 
Standing Committee the financial statements and auditor’s report prepared in respect to the 
funds held under this Ordinance for the financial year. 

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1), “financial year” means the year ending 31 December. 

 
 
 

 

Table of Amendments 
The Church Insurances Ordinance 1981 was amended by a number of ordinances prior to 
Ordinance No 31, 2012.  These amending ordinances are no longer relevant since Ordinance 
No 31, 2012 amended completely the terms of the 1981 Ordinance. 
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Clause 10 New clause inserted by Ordinance No 11, 2014. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
STEVE LUCAS ROBERT WICKS 
Manager, Legal Services Diocesan Secretary 

26 March 2014  
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