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Appendix 

 

The Contemporary Role of the Archbishop of Sydney 

(An extract from the Archbishop of Sydney Election Ordinance 1982.) 

 

The following paragraphs are an amended extract (originally paragraphs 44-50) from ‘An 
Evangelical Episcopate’, a report of the Sydney Diocesan Doctrine Commission, received by the 
Synod in October 2018. 

1. The biblical principles of oversight or episkopē, refracted through history, have shaped the 
contemporary role and function of the Archbishop of Sydney. Sydney’s episcopate is resolutely 
evangelical, in keeping with the Diocese it serves, and its archbishops have very largely been 
pastors and teachers, guardians and representatives of the Protestant faith, and able 
administrators. However, as Sydney has grown and as the structures of the Diocese and the 
denomination have developed, legal and institutional responsibilities have become more 
prominent. Nevertheless, the leadership of the Diocese of Sydney by its Archbishop, though very 
much personal and so influenced by the personality, gifts and special interests of each incumbent, 
has developed a discernible character. Our evangelical conviction demands that we ensure that 
the character of the archiepiscopal office, and by extension the regional bishops who assist him, 
faithfully reflects the biblical functions and priorities of oversight. 

2. The first priority of the Archbishop of Sydney is to be a guardian of ‘the faith that was once 
for all delivered to the saints’ (Jude 3). This is the priority found in the New Testament and in the 
Anglican Ordinal. Through public proclamation and defence of the apostolic gospel, by his 
personal example and in all his pastoral and administrative activity, he is to do all in his power to 
ensure that the teaching of Scripture shapes and directs the life, ministry and mission of the 
Diocese. This requires the courage to speak the truth taught in Scripture when it is not popular, 
but equally to oppose deviation from that truth where it arises. It requires both teaching and the 
exercise of discipline. It requires making decisions on the basis of theological principles shaped 
by the biblical gospel. In this way the Archbishop of Sydney will, as Sir Marcus Loane once put it, 
‘share the heritage and tradition of this diocese, and will interpret it to others, and transmit it to 
posterity’ (Synod Presidential Address, 1966). 

3. A second priority of the Archbishop of Sydney is to order the ministry of the Diocese to 
the gospel of Christ and his mission. In many ways this is merely an extension of the first priority. 
Principally this involves the selection and authorisation of appropriate men and women for various 
ministries within the Diocese. Appointing people of godly character with theological clarity, 
pastoral sensitivity, and demonstrably in possession of the gifts and skills appropriate for the 
ministry under consideration, is a prime way the Archbishop can foster the health and gospel-
mindedness of the Diocese. However, once again this must extend to dealing appropriately with 
those whose discharge of the responsibilities entrusted to them has been negligent in some 
fashion or contrary to the teaching of Scripture. Furthermore, the ordering of ministry to the gospel 
of Christ also involves encouraging and facilitating the reform of ministries where, for one reason 
or another, they no longer serve the mission of reaching the lost and building up believers.  

4. A third priority is to exercise pastoral concern and insight as he provides advice and 
direction for gospel ministry in the Diocese. This has been the self-understanding of bishops 
throughout the twentieth century and this expression has been a regular feature in presidential 
addresses to election synods in the Diocese (Gunther 1909; Kirkby 1933; Barnett 2001; Forsyth 
2013). This has not meant the Archbishop is expected to act as pastor to every Anglican in the 
Diocese, nor even to be the principal ‘pastor to the pastors’. Rather, the Archbishop models 
pastoral care in all his interactions and so helps to encourage throughout the Diocese a 
commitment to thoughtful, caring relationships in which the spiritual welfare of the other person is 
of paramount concern.  

5. A fourth priority is to represent the Diocese, in various national and international bodies, 
to the government, and generally to the community. As we have seen, this role arises from history 
rather than directly from the biblical text or the Ordinal. Nevertheless, it is another significant way 
in which the guardianship of gospel truth and mission is exercised by the Archbishop of Sydney 
and has been a feature of the office from its inception. This public role requires a humble 
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confidence in the theological convictions and character of the Diocese of Sydney, since this is the 
Diocese that is being represented. In the denominational context, the Archbishop of Sydney ought 
to be a clear voice for an unambiguously biblical, evangelical Anglicanism, willing to stand 
alongside all who seek to live and serve in a way that is directed and disciplined by the word of 
God. In the rapidly changing context of Christian witness in this city and nation it requires a degree 
of mental agility and apologetic skill to handle opposition and even hostility with grace and humility 
and yet with the courage to present the truth of Scripture as it bears on the subject at hand.  

6. A fifth priority is the administration of the Diocese in line with its mission. The diligent 
attention to administration is not to be seen as a distraction from ministry but rather serving the 
interests of ministry. The governance, policies and processes of the Diocese ought to facilitate its 
mission and a proper administration of them will direct them to this end. In a diocese with five 
assistant bishops, the administrative burden need not fall on the Archbishop alone, or perhaps 
even principally. One or more of the assistant bishops may be more able in this area and so able 
to shoulder much of the load. Yet faithful administration is itself a form of guardianship and the 
reason why bishops and the Archbishop play a key role on boards and committees of the Diocese 
is to ensure that all its organisations order themselves and their activities by the gospel and the 
commission we have received from Christ, reflecting the theological ethos and the priorities of the 
Diocese. 

7. Ultimately, what will shape the Archbishop of Sydney more than any other single factor is 
his personal walk with Christ. His Christian character, his prayerfulness, his faithful obedience to 
the word of God, his loving care for both the lost and the redeemed, his courageous determination 
to proclaim the truth and to refute error, and possessing a keen sense of his accountability to the 
Chief Shepherd (1 Pet 5:4) are critical to the faithful and effective discharge of this responsibility. 
Under God’s good hand, the history of this Diocese is full of bishops and archbishops who were 
exactly like this and whose ministry has furthered the mission of the gospel, brought blessing to 
God’s people, and honoured the name of Christ.               

 


