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Archbishop’s Presidential Address 2022

Archbishop’s Presidential Address
Synod in the Greenfields
The Most Reverend Kanishka Raffel 10 September 2022

Welcome to the Third Session of the 52" Synod of the Diocese of Sydney and my first as your Archbishop.
It is an immense privilege for me to serve you in this way. | am deeply grateful for the many kindnesses
that have been shown to me and Cailey since assuming this role. We are extremely grateful for the many
people who pray for us regularly, and for many of you who have let us know. | thank the Assistant Bishops
and their wives for their welcome, encouragement, fellowship and support that they have so generously
offered us.

As | come to this first Presidential Address, | wish to pay tribute to my predecessor Bishop Glenn Davies and
his wife, Di for their unstinting service of the gospel in the life of the Diocese not only as Archbishop but of
course, over a much longer period of time including as Bishop of North Sydney, Rector of St Luke’s Miranda
and Lecturer at Moore College. | give thanks for Glenn’s ministry to the Diocese in these and other ways, and
| thank Glenn and Di for their encouragement and help as Cailey and | have assumed these roles.

May | also record on your behalf our thanks to Bishop Peter Hayward for his generous service as
Administrator of the Diocese including relocating for a period to Sydney, along with his wife, Julie. | am
grateful to the Primate, Archbishop Geoffrey Smith for presiding at my inauguration service.

It was the greatest of honours for me to be presented for consecration by Bishop Peter Jensen and Bishop
Harry Goodhew who so graciously consented to do so. |, along with us all, remain indebted to the Lord for
the fruitful ministry and godly example of these two faithful and vigorously evangelical servants of the Lord.

Throughout the pandemic, we have been conscious of and thankful for those who have served us — the
supermarket workers, the cleaners, the nurses and medical staff, and the transport workers. We have been
so thankful to teachers, who have taught classes online for their classes, while their own children were
online in another part of their homes. This dynamic was at play too for our senior ministers and ministry
teams. | want to especially acknowledge the senior ministers of the diocese who have been faithful,
courageous and creative, generous, sacrificial and devoted in their efforts to care for their congregations,
to serve their local community, lead ministry teams - whether of paid or volunteer leaders - as well, of
course, as caring for their own families. | thank them all.

I’'m grateful to each and every person who has served in our churches, schools and organisations, those
who served in Chaplaincy in hospitals, prisons and aged care over this period and especially those who
were responsible for providing leadership that gave attention to God and his word, that led people to pray
and to trust and to serve. The achievement of our local churches and other ministries during this period
may never be recorded in the history books, but it is written in eternity.

| am deeply thankful for the way the ministry of word and prayer, proclamation and service had been
sustained through this time. Thank you.

The Challenge Before Us.
Hear the word of the Lord, Matthew Chapter 9 beginning at verse 35
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the

good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds,
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
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shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

Matt 9:35-38
Do you see the crowds?

I have invited you to Oran Park in South Western Sydney so that you can stand in this part of our Diocese
and see the new communities that are coming into existence as we meet. | hope you took the opportunity
earlier today to have a Greenfields tour and to drive around this area. | hope you drove along the perimeter
of the Nancy Bird Walton Airport site — which takes about half an hour! — and | hope you looked out the
windows across the rolling green paddocks and empty fields at the places which will become suburbs
inhabited by tens of thousands of new residents.

The population of Greater Sydney is projected to grow by 800,000 people in the next twenty years, and
another 2.4 million in the twenty years after that. Grace Anglican Camden Valley is celebrating its twentieth
anniversary this year. Later this month Menai Anglican will celebrate its fortieth birthday — in another forty
years, there will be nearly 3.5 million more people in Sydney. The current population of the Local
Government Area that takes in Leppington and Cobbitty is around thirty-eight thousand people. In 10 years
it is projected to be home to seventy thousand and in 15 years — by which time | will no longer be your
Archbishop - the population will be more than ninety thousand. Those numbers are almost identical for
Marsden Park in the northwest corridor. The Bradfield Local Government Area where the new airport will
be located will have a population of three hundred thousand in 2036 — 14 years — and as of today, the
closest churches are 20kms away at Hoxton Park, or Leppington, or Oran Park or Glenmore Park. That
would be like having one church between Parramatta and Chatswood, or Miranda and Marrickville, or
Hurstville and Cabramatta.

Members of Synod, can you see the crowds? Can you see the crowds around you here in Oran Park? Can
you see the crowds who are building homes and planning to move to this area in the next five and ten years
and twenty years? Can you see in your mind’s eye, the ranks of houses upon houses that are going to be
built in the places where today we have seen rolling green paddocks? And in those homes, people with
hungry hearts. Can you see the crowds?

When Jesus travelled through Galilee, Matthew tells us, he went through all the towns and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and disease.
And when he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd.

We are told two things about Jesus’ engagement with the crowds. He ministered with authority. And he
ministered with compassion. He possessed unique and unassailable authority to teach, to proclaim the
gospel of the kingdom, and to miraculously meet the needs of the people for healing. His presence was the
presence of the one whose reign was announced in the gospel he proclaimed. His presence was the
presence of the King of the kingdom. The miracles bore witness to the truth of his message — a message
supremely, concerning himself.

The Messiah who will save his people from their sins; the worthy one who baptises with Spirit and fire; who
heals the sick, raises the dead and forgives sin.

Jesus is the man of consummate authority. The only man in history to exercise authority with unalloyed
integrity. That alone is good news.

But in addition to being the man of authority with integrity; Jesus is the man of compassion. He cares,
deeply. He is stirred inwardly and viscerally at the sight of the people. He cares for the helpless and the
hopeless. He cares for the weary and worn. He cares for the sick — sin- sick, sick in body, sick in mind. He
cares for shepherdless sheep.

Do you see the crowds? We are Sydney Anglicans. From the arrival of Richard Johnson with the First Fleet,
we have said that we will have concern for the people of this land to hear the gospel of the kingdom. Through
the 1980s, 90s and ‘noughties’ as Sydney has expanded, previous generations have embraced the
opportunity and shouldered the responsibility for ensuring that Anglican ministry would be provided in new
growth areas. Will we do it again in our era?
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We have taken steps already, of course. It was in 1989 that Oran Park was first identified by Archbishop
Donald Robinson as an area requiring a church in the future. It wasn't until twenty years later that we could
purchase land and the first sod for the church construction was turned in 2014. The doors of the church
opened a year later in 2015 and today our Synod preacher leads a team of 7 full and part-time staff and a
congregation of around 300 gathers each Sunday. In addition, as you know, this school stands on land also
purchased in the first decade of this century and opened its doors to its first students in 2012. When Naomi
Wilkins became head of school 9 years ago, there were 13 staff. Today there are 95, and 800 students.
Anglicare also purchased land for the Oran Park Village in 2008. The retirement living village opened stage
one in 2013 and Barry Marsh House Aged Care unit in February 2021. The opportunity for churches, schools
and Anglicare to partner in ministry in the same district, especially in new growth areas, is more than just
coincidental or merely convenient.

Let me explain why. The census results released this year confirm that there are greater numbers of people
who don’t consider themselves as having a faith or belonging to a particular denomination. 39% of
Australians ticked ‘no religion’ in the 2021 census. In Sydney, that number was a little lower at 31%. But
we know that the rise in people who say they have ‘no religion’ and the decline in people who say they are
Christian (44% of Australians, 49% of Sydney residents) doesn’t mean that there has been a sudden
collapse of faith. Rather, many people who had no engagement with the gospel or any church, have stopped
calling themselves Christians. They may still show up at a Christmas Carol service, but they don’t claim to
belong to a Christian denomination. This doesn’t mean they aren’t open to learning about Christianity. On
the contrary, 30% of people say they would accept an invitation to church — either online or in person — if
they were invited by a friend or family member. But here’s the rub — more than half of people (56%) say
they do not know a family member or friend who is a Christian.

My point is, the opportunity for us to establish an Anglican school and an Anglicare village or social services
centre, in tandem with a local church — is more than just a convenient or coincidental circumstance. It is a
way of contributing to the growth of new communities while also providing a platform for people to meet
Christians employed in those places, and to be helped by our work in this way. Church, school and agency
all providing the opportunity for us to serve a local community.

The census tells us that there will be fewer people who will move into a new area and feel that the first thing
they want to do is find a church. But if their children attend an Anglican school, and they meet teachers or
other families in that school who attend the local Anglican church, they may be open to coming along if they
are invited. If they have an elderly parent who decides to move into independent living in the local Anglicare
village so they can be closer to their grandchildren, we may begin to minister to three generations of a family
and find them all, in God’s kindness joining us at church.

Of course, | am not merely talking about signing people up to Anglican activities. We want them to meet
Jesus, to hear his gospel, to repent of their sins and come to him, to know his forgiveness, welcome
adoption and indwelling. Things that will not happen unless they engage with Jesus in his gospel and the
Spirit convicts and converts them. But | am saying, if we are to do this in new growth areas, we must plan
to be present and we must invest in establishing churches and other centres of ministry.

As we meet as the Synod of the diocese there is an urgency for us to respond to the gospel challenge
before us. As Bishop Peter Lin pointed out in his address to the last Synod meeting, if we do not get in ‘on
the ground’ before development plans are settled, we will either be locked out for a long time or need to find
considerably more money to enter later. During this Synod, you will be asked to agree to three matters.
First, to pass an ordinance committing to the Land Acquisition Levy over the next ten years, as we have
done over the last ten years, to be used to enable us to acquire land in areas marked for development
before development plans are in place.

Second, you are invited by the Standing Committee to engage in a conversation about a diocesan-wide
ministry-directed property strategy to serve the mission in the whole Diocese. Third, you are asked to
approve a policy of the Standing Committee to hold surplus assets on trust for the mission in the diocese
where resources exceed local requirements for current or anticipated ministry needs.

Bishop Lin drew our attention to the fact that by 2056, 50% of the population of Greater Sydney will live
west of Parramatta. But as of today, 70% of our property assets are located east of Parramatta. Can we
deploy our existing assets in a way that best serve our mission in the whole diocese? Can we build into our
ministry strategy a deliberate consideration of how local parish assets can serve the mission of Jesus
across the diocese?
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Not all the growth is in new areas! You know that the Anglican Church Growth Corporation is working with
a number of parishes in urban renewal or so-called brownfields areas on pilot projects which aim to see the
development of existing property assets in ways that contribute to the local community by providing services
of various kinds — childcare, education, disability services - while at the same time allowing the parish to
enhance church and ministry property and generate income some of which will be used to fund new work
in greenfield areas. | am not speaking of ‘either/or’ but ‘both/and’.

In seeking to establish local churches in new areas we are giving expression to our conviction that it is the
local church that is primarily responsible for evangelism and disciple- making. This is because the gospel
announcement of Christ as Lord summons people not only into relationship with God through the saving
and redeeming work of the cross but also adoption into his family through the sealing of the Holy Spirit. This
does not require us to buy land and build church buildings. We could, for example, buy houses and ask God
to raise up church planters and evangelists to run house churches in new areas. But we are convinced that
in new areas, the development of a church and ministry site has numerous advantages both for the ministry
and for the community.

On becoming Archbishop | convened a forum of the leaders of nine organisations with responsibility for
property interests in the life of our diocese, including Anglicare, the Schools Corporation and Moore College
as well as the Growth Corporation and the Property Trust to consider how to make the best use of the
resources with which the Lord has entrusted us for the purposes of his mission. The unanimous opinion of
the participants in the forum was that our greatest need was a diocesan-wide, ministry-directed property
strategy which seeks to coordinate the interests of parishes, schools and agencies around the mission in
the whole diocese. This Synod has the opportunity over the next twelve months to express its mind about
how consideration can be given to the use of local assets for local mission as well as for mission in the
whole diocese where resources exceed expected requirements locally.

Standing Committee is putting before you a policy to also allow consideration whether surplus assets may
held on trust for the establishment of new work in new areas. Are there parishes willing to make a sacrifice of
what is familiar and consoling for the sake of future generations in yet-to-be-built suburbs so that they will not
be left without an Anglican gospel withess and community? We are not simply liquidating assets, we are
reinvesting resources into areas where the needs and opportunities are great and the resources are few.

The people who will benefit from these decisions — are not here! They cannot speak on their own behalf.
We must be the people who respond to the opportunity of the greenfields because there are no people there
yet, to make these decisions or to invest resources or to plan for the future. That privilege and responsibility
belong to us and this Synod enables us to make a start.

Do you see the crowds?

So far | have drawn your attention to the resource challenge. But our ministry is not primarily about land
and buildings. The gospel is a summons to people — made in God’s image, redeemable by his Son, eternal
beings precious in his sight — and the church is the community of God’s people. The ministry challenge
before us is to bring the gospel to the people that God has brought and will bring to Sydney.

Multicultural Sydney

At the end of this month, it will be fifty years since my family migrated to Australia in September 1972. My
father and mother, of Sri Lankan birth, but at that time living in Canada, moved to Sydney with me and my
two sisters. There was a Sri Lankan community in Sydney at the time, but it was relatively small and
dispersed. In 1972 the only place you could buy Sri Lankan spices was a shop in Bondi run by a Sri Lankan
man of Jewish background whose name was Moses. When my father died of a heart attack six months
after we had arrived, my mother wasn’t able to take out a bank loan for a home because she was single
mother. In 1979 a new boy joined my class at high school. He had spent the recent years of his life in India
where his parents were missionaries. By the time we were in third year at University, we had a conversation
about the gospel and he gave me John’s gospel to read. When | did, God in his great mercy saved me and
made me his own.

The census data reveals that after Australia and England, India is our third highest country of birth followed
by China and NZ. India has passed China as the country from which most migrants have come to Australia,
surpassing the UK which is third in rank and followed by the Philippines and Vietnam - which means four
of the top five countries sending migrants to Australia are Asian. In addition, it is projected that the majority
of residents in the greenfields areas will be people of Indian, Chinese or Middle Eastern background.
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Already in Leppington, 30% of residents are of Indian background; in Oran Park it’s twenty per cent.

The Sydney team of bishops is without doubt the most culturally diverse in Australia. Many of our churches
have changed their demographic profile in line with the suburbs in which they are located, but the NCLS
reveals that while a third of Greater Sydney residents were born in a non-English speaking country, only
about half as many Sydney Anglicans were. Welcoming people of culturally diverse backgrounds requires
a generous gospel-driven focus to reach out to people in thoughtful, kind and patient ways. In many places,
this is happening. People have been willing to welcome newcomers, to forgo the familiar and embrace the
gifts and experience of newcomers. Of course, they have often found themselves wonderfully blessed in
doing so.

Hospitality, English language classes, refugee support, playgroups and youth ministry, have all allowed
local Sydney Anglicans to reach out to newcomers in our suburbs with the gospel. Anglicare employs a
cross-cultural consultant for every region to help parishes think about the people in the neighbourhood and
what it might mean to reach out to them with the love of Jesus. Anglicare has produced some brilliant
brochures to help people think about how to get to know their neighbours from other places and they have
also produced a video resource and study guide so small groups can talk and learn and plan together for
this vital local ministry.

As the Lord asks the disciples to pray for workers for the harvest, will you pray for many more
subcontinental, Asian and middle eastern background workers to be raised up from our churches? And will
you support the cross-cultural evangelists employed by Evangelism and New Churches? There are
numerous ethnic congregations in our diocesean life — the Nepalese congregation at Liverpool, Sudanese
at Quaker’s Hill, Liberian at Whalan, Assyrian and Arabic congregations at Bossley Park and 40 Chinese
congregations and ministries throughout the diocese. What a blessing this is!

| migrated to Australia and was found by Jesus. How | long for this blessing to come to many many more of
those who have come ‘across the seas’.

Do you see the crowds?
Indigenous Ministry

As we meet here this afternoon, we began rightly by acknowledging the traditional custodians of these
lands and waterways from time immemorial — the Dharawal people. Across our diocese we meet and serve
on the traditional lands of the Kuring-Gai in the north, the Eora, Dharawal and Yuin nations on the coast
and lllawarra, and the Dharug and Gundungurra nations to the west and southwest. I'm glad to acknowledge
the original custodians of these lands, their elders past and present, and to thank them for their wisdom,
their stewardship and their hospitality. And | greet any Indigenous people here today. How glad and grateful
we are to have you with us.

The opposite of acknowledge is dismiss, deny, disrespect. This is the experience of countless Indigenous
people, and they have suffered in this way from us as much as anyone. The impacts of dispossession and
prejudice are by no means merely in the past, but in the past, our church was often an instrument of the
State. Perhaps there was an intent for good, sometimes we were the best of a bad bunch, some
undoubtedly represented Christ and his gospel with courage and integrity, but often there was cruelty and
wrongdoing. For more than two centuries the legal fiction of terra nullius meant that officially we did not
acknowledge Aboriginal people at all. But for us, as Sydney Anglicans, there is much reason why we should
acknowledge the first peoples of this land we now share.

From the perspective of history alone, the Anglican Church in Sydney was among the first to benefit from
the dispossession of Sydney’s Indigenous people. Some of the first grants of Crown land were made to
Richard Johnson, the first Chaplain, and then to the St Philips Glebe and the Bishopthorpe Estate - in the
suburb we still call Glebe, and where today, the Dean and the Archbishop live. When the Diocese of Sydney
was created in 1847, the church lands within its boundaries became the property of the Diocese. It need
hardly be said, that St Andrew’s Cathedral has not always been there.

In February 1988, at a service at St Andrew’s Cathedral to commemorate the bicentenary of the first
Christian service in Sydney, attended by all the Anglican bishops of Australia, the then Primate, Sir John
Grindrod of Brisbane, said to Bishop Arthur Malcolm, the first Aboriginal bishop whose funeral took place
in Yarabah just last month, the following words:
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My brother in Christ: ... May | express on behalf of all non-Aboriginal people of our church
profound sorrow for the suffering that your people have had to endure, with its violence and
hurt. We humbly ask God’s forgiveness; and we seek your forgiveness as a leader of your
people, for the actions of the past and those causing hurt at the present time. We have longed
to share with your people the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We confess our endeavour has
often fallen short of his love. We want to walk together with you, sharing and learning together,
accepting and respecting each other. Help us to listen to you. Help us to learn from you.

Bishop Arthur Malcolm responded on behalf of Aboriginal people of the Anglican Church:

My brother in Christ: For a long time we have been hurting; our spirits have felt crushed by the
wrong actions that took place between my ancestors and yours. Much suffering has been the
result, but it is through the message of Jesus Christ that we have learned to forgive. We have
received this forgiveness, and now in turn we must also forgive. On behalf of my people, |
accept your seeking of our forgiveness and thank you for your apology. Please forgive us too,
for our people also engaged in fighting and caused some suffering on your side too... | believe
... God [is able] to take hold of each one’s contribution and blend them together to enrich and
mature us as a people who belong to this nation of Australia.!

It was an important moment in the history of the relationship between Indigenous and non- Indigenous
Australian Christians but there remains much more to be done.

This Synod will receive the report of the Indigenous Ministry Task Force which was created by Synod in
2018 which offers an apology and acknowledges past failures in our relationship with Indigenous people
and our Indigenous Christian brothers and sisters. Last year, the Synod received the report of the Doctrine
Commission, A Theological Framework for Reconciliation with special reference to the indigenous peoples
of Australia. | commend that report to you.

It affirms that the bible often connects the saving reconciling work of God with the restored relationships
that we should seek with each other (22-24). The love of God in Christ provides the essential shape and
basis of reconciliation in human relationships.

The report also addresses both what it calls ‘personal enmity’ and ‘historical estrangement’. While we must
be attentive to the causes of sins of racism, prejudice and indifference in our own hearts, it is also
appropriate for us to acknowledge that past actions by past people and institutions continue to have present-
day impacts.

The survivors of the policies of the forced removal of children, the Stolen Generations are among us, as
are their children and grandchildren. This is not ancient history, it is present day experience. And so, it calls
for present-day responses. The Doctrine Commission very helpfully addresses the kind of responses that
might apply between individuals, at the level of the local church and at the level of the diocese. These are
not prescribed, but conversation starters, and | hope you and many others will decide to have this
conversation among yourselves in your churches, as we will at the level of the diocese.

As a diocese, we have slowly taken small steps on the road to genuine friendship, mutual understanding
and respect and partnership in the gospel with Indigenous brothers and sisters. In 1997 we established the
Indigenous Peoples’ Ministry Committee to be chaired by an Aboriginal person, and the Indigenous
People’s Ministry Trust Fund with a capital grant of $1.2M to provide income to support Indigenous ministry
in the Diocese. In 2002 we agreed to make an annual contribution to the Fund of 1% of the annual Synod
budget each year, from 2006. This year’s Synod allows us to take another step together, inviting individuals,
parishes and organisations to partner in prayer, financially and in other practical ways with Indigenous
ministry in the diocese, and developing relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and
sisters by walking alongside in partnerships of trust, respect and justice.

It was a great joy to ordain Michael Duckett in February this year. He has been the pastor of Macarthur
Indigenous Church for fourteen years and now also serves as Chair of the Sydney Anglican Indigenous
Peoples’ Ministry Committee. | had the opportunity to spend a few hours with Michael at the Wedderburn
property that was purchased to facilitate the ministry of Macarthur Indigenous Church earlier this year. The
Task Force report commends to you this model of ministry.

On 2 ha outside Campbelltown, there is a ministry facility with meeting space and kitchen facilities, a large
covered area to accommodate various kinds of meetings and activities, including training and hospitality, a
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billabong with benches for yarning together, and walkways through the bush where the Aunties take the
children after Sunday school and teach them language and culture. The property is harder to get to than
the church building in Campbelltown - but that hasn’t stopped the growth in the ministry, especially through
welcoming Indigenous men into a space that they feel is theirs in which Michael is able to open the word,
offer hospitality, pray with men about their lives and struggles and see the gospel take root. We’d like to do
Wedderburn again, a couple of times! | look forward to hearing from Michael when the report is presented,
and | commend it to you.

Do you see the crowds?
The Rising Generations

The projections for growth in these greenfields areas anticipate that over the next three decades the number
of children and youth — people under 18 - will stay between 25-30%. There are around 18,000 children and
youth in our churches every week and nearly forty thousand students who are taught the gospel by our
chaplains and Christian teachers in our schools each week. Only a fraction of the youth and children at our
churches are also at our schools, so the vast majority of young people in our schools are from unchurched
backgrounds. This explains the need for distinctive patterns of ministry in schools and churches. | praise
God for the 1900 Sydney Anglican SRE teachers who teach the stories of Jesus in 1200 government
schools across the diocese every week. They are heroes of the faith.

I’'m encouraged to hear of schools and churches — senior ministers and heads of school - reaching out to
one another, seeking to build mutually strengthening ministry partnerships. Not just in greenfields areas!
The challenges and stresses of leadership in our schools and churches are legion — | delight to hear of
school heads and local senior ministers (sometimes belonging to the congregation, sometimes not) seeking
times to meet together and pray for each other’s ministries. My hope and prayer is that it would happen
more and more.

The social research coming out of the pandemic is confirming our fears that mental health outcomes for
our young people are devastating, and family stability is under huge pressure.

But more than that, we must acknowledge that parents raising their children in the knowledge and
instruction of the Lord, and churches and schools seeking to assist them in that privileged and sacred task
are grappling with our vastly changed social context. Once, the vision of the good life as we find it in the
bible was essentially endorsed and approved by the wider culture, only perhaps with less intensity.

Today, the cultural milieu is not only distinct from what we might call a biblical worldview, it is also hostile at
points to the biblical vision. Chiefly, this centres around authority in the life of the individual. In Scripture,
we learn that we are made by God and for God and our highest good is to be found in knowing him and
ourselves in light of the gospel of his Son. Dearly loved and precious, inherently and inescapably fallen,
redeemed at a price and purchased for Jesus so that we are not our own but live for him who died for us
and was raised again. A life lived in expectation of the coming Kingdom, that welcomes and serves that
Kingdom in this world and announces its imminent arrival to all around, calling on them too to welcome the
King who is coming.

What | am saying is that the discipling of children is both urgent and more necessary and more challenging
than it ever has been. And it will take a partnership of families, churches and schools to make it happen.
Because children need not only instruction but a community of peers, non-parental role models and mentors
(as well as parental models that are consistent and sympathetic) and multiple support structures.

It is already the case that over three-quarters of the people in our churches today made a decision to follow
Christ before they turned twenty years of age. Ministry to our young people is vital — and fruitful! | hope
you will join me in thanking God for the work of Youthworks College in training youth ministers — the only
College worldwide devoted to this task alone - and for Youthworks’ Ministry Support and Training Team
who are building local church capacity for effective youth and children’s ministry. We know that over the
first phase of the pandemic every local church that was assisted by YouthWorks experienced growth. This
may very well have happened in other churches too — | don’t doubt it. We mustn’t lose heart or focus at just
the moment when the young people of Sydney are desperate for the good news of the God who knows
them, loves them and is for them, who will not abandon or banish them, but sent his Son into the world for
their sakes who will not send them away for their mistakes, who has prepared a home for them forever, and
will not let them go.
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Recent research by Sydney University academic Professor Emerita Suzanne Rutland and Professor
Zehavit Gross from Bar llan University in Israel found that there is ‘pervasive’ religious bullying against
Christian, Jewish, Muslim and Hindu school students in Australia, because of their faith. A 2021 report from
McCrindle Research has found that 51% of Gen Z and 47% of Gen Y had experienced discrimination
because of their religion. Australia has obligations under the UN International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights — the ICCPR — to protect its citizens from religious discrimination. It is for this reason that it was so
disappointing that despite apparent bipartisan support, no Religious Discrimination Bill has been passed by
the Commonwealth. Consequently, neither at the level of the Commonwealth nor in NSW is there any law
to prevent discrimination against someone on the grounds of their faith.

Article 18 of the ICCPR also enshrines the liberty of parents to ensure the religious and moral education of
their children in accordance with their faith. The effective ministry of Anglican Schools depends on our
ability to preference in positions of school leadership those who hold to the faith. For this reason, we are
committed to seeking religious discrimination legislation to protect people of all faiths from religious
discrimination and to protect our right to preach the gospel and teach the faith in our own schools, and to
preference the employment of staff who share the same vision of bringing the good news of Jesus to a
rising generation.

The Synod will hear that we are in conversation with representatives of our schools as to the best way to
achieve these outcomes.

Jesus looked at the crowds and had compassion on them for they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd

I need to speak to you about the distressing subject of domestic violence.

The General Synod, meeting in Queensland in May, received the report of the National Family Violence
Task Force that was chaired by the Rev Tracey Lauersen from Gippsland, and whose members included
Dr Karin Sowada and Dean Sandy Grant. The headline finding of the study reported that Anglicans were
as likely or more likely to have experienced Intimate Partner Violence as people in the general population.
The study acknowledges the limits of their methodology but the finding did not come as a surprise to any
clergy person, 75% of whom nationally, reported that they had assisted parishioners in their congregations
experiencing domestic abuse. The Sydney Diocese began to engage with this issue in 2015 when we
established the Domestic Violence Task Force.

Since that time significant progress has been made in our understanding of and responding to Domestic
Abuse. After listening to survivors and identifying key themes and experiences this Synod adopted possibly
the first explicit Australian diocesan Domestic Abuse Policy in 2018. Our work has also resulted in enhanced
training including through the Professional Standards Unit, Moore College, Ministry Training &
Development, Youthworks and Anglicare to ensure best practice for those currently in training for ministry.
In 2017 compulsory training for all clergy and lay ministry workers was conducted through the Faithfulness
in Service conference. We have produced online and in-print resources, which | am gratified to see on
display in many of the churches | have visited. The 6-hour online training course, KNOW Domestic Abuse
is a vital and important resource available to all clergy and lay leaders. In the coming months, an updated
version of this course will be released and | commend it to you, and especially to all clergy.

Anglicare employs a full time Family and Domestic Violence Advisor, Lynda Dunstan, and the Synod
maintains a Domestic Violence Monitoring Committee so that we continue to respond to need and develop
our capacity in providing support to people experiencing IPV, and training for those in positions of
leadership.

We have defended and advocated for the biblical teaching on the nature of marriage. | want to say as clearly
as | can in this my first Presidential Address, that there is nothing in Scripture which justifies, excuses or
permits any kind of abusive or controlling behaviour by a husband towards his wife, or as does occur in far
fewer cases, the other way around. The Family Violence survey found that across church traditions most
clergy identified that the misuse of Scripture could be an element in the perpetrator’s abusive behaviour
and that misunderstanding Scripture often left victims internalising attitudes that meant they remained in
unsafe situations out of a mistaken sense of duty to God.

We must recognise that carelessness in teaching on subjects including the nature and purpose of marriage,
the ‘roles’ of husbands and wives, and the place of forgiveness, among others, have contributed to some
people’s experience of domestic abuse. This Synod will receive a motion on this painful but vitally important
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subject. | hope you will give it your full attention and endorsement.

We cannot pretend that it is not an issue for us, we must grapple with the fact that some perpetrators are
not only members of our churches but sometimes leaders in our churches. This is not acceptable, it does
not honour God or uphold God'’s plan for marriage and we must do everything we can to support and protect
women and children who are suffering at the hands of their own husbands and fathers, and to ensure their
safety, and we must do everything we can to help perpetrators acknowledge the reality and depth of their
wrongdoing, repent and, we pray, be transformed by the Lord.

National Church

The General Synod had the opportunity at its May meeting to affirm the teaching of Christ in relation to
marriage, which has always been the doctrine of our church and reflected in our marriage liturgy. Although
affirmed by a majority of the Synod voting in the House of Clergy and the House of Laity, the Statement
failed to receive a majority of votes in the House of Bishops. It was a moment that resulted in audible grief
across the Synod floor, and small groups of people spontaneously gathering to pray as we all processed
this failure by the majority in the House of Bishops. To be clear, the House of Bishops is made up of the 23
Diocesan Bishops plus the Indigenous Bishop. | am the only Sydney bishop to vote in the House of Bishops.
Our regional bishops, like all assistant bishops, vote in the house of clergy and not in the House of Bishops.
The following day, a petition signed by 123 members of the Synod, more than half of those in attendance,
was presented to the Synod. It read in part:

... the petitioners humbly pray that Synod commits to praying that all Members of the House
of Bishops would clearly affirm and be united in their support for the teaching of Christ
concerning marriage and the principles of marriage reflected in the Book of Common Prayer.

Since then several dioceses have announced they will offer blessings of marriages contracted under the
Commonwealth law, regardless of the sex of the parties.

That Australian Dioceses are proceeding in this way, inevitably means that the ‘tear in the fabric of the
communion’ that was identified by the Primates of the Anglican Communion meeting in 2003, has now
manifested itself in Australia. | urge you to continue to pray in the terms of the petition presented to the
General Synod. | covet your prayers for the meeting of the national bishops in October. Please pray for our
Primate Archbishop Geoffrey Smith who has convened the meeting.

In response to such departures from the doctrine of our church, a congregation in Brisbane decided to leave
their diocese, surrendering all their property and assets. This congregation of lifelong Anglicans, still
pastored by their rector, have joined the Diocese of the Southern Cross, an extra-provincial diocese that is
not part of the Anglican Church of Australia but is in fellowship with the Primates of the Gafcon Council.
The bishop of this new diocese is the former Archbishop of Sydney, the Rt Rev Dr Glenn Davies, who has
put the pastoral care of ordinary Anglicans above his own comfort and a quiet retirement.

The Diocese of Sydney has not split from the Anglican Church of Australia. There are no plans for us to
leave. We will not do so. Nor have we provided any funding to the Diocese of the Southern Cross. As you
know, on the contrary, we financially support the National Church by more than half a million dollars a year,
almost twice as much as any other Australian diocese. But | am glad to extend the hand of fellowship to
Anglicans wherever they may be, who seek to be faithful to the Scriptures and our Anglican formularies,
and in doing so find themselves unable to accept the leadership of their local Anglican structure.

The Diocese of the Southern Cross is a pastoral response to the painful reality of division over irreconcilable
visions of the shape of the life of obedience. Our commitment is to the prayerful and humble study of the
Scriptures in fellowship with others who are willing to do the same and to gladly yield to the Lord’s loving
rule over his church by his Spirit-breathed Word.

Undoubtedly, one of the dimensions of the pain which these conversations produce, is that experienced by
LGBTIQ people who listen, either from within our church or from outside.

We affirm without hesitation that all people without exception, are made in God’s image and precious in his
sight. We rejoice to affirm that as bearers of the image of God, all people equally are to be treated with
respect, dignity, and honour. Inasmuch as carelessness in these conversations injure, offend or distress
LGBTIQ people or their loved ones, | am deeply sorry.
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People who experience attraction to people of the same sex, or identify as LGBTIQ are members of our
families, members of our churches and of this Synod, members of our communities, our colleagues,
neighbours, friends and loved ones. What we want is for all people to know the deep, deep love of Jesus.
For those who know it already, you know that that love makes all the difference in our lives, and is constantly
reshaping and reordering our loves, our priorities, our way of thinking about and being in the world. This
includes countless numbers of men and women who experience attraction to the same sex, who model
lives of joyful, fruitful, relationally rich and gladly obedient discipleship. We honour you.

Conclusion

Jesus says to his disciples, ‘Ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field'. In the
next chapter, he sends The Twelve in answer to their own prayers, and in Luke 10, he sends the Seventy
Two. And today, here we are, 400 or so representing the 50000 of us on any Sunday who spend the whole
rest of the week not in church, and in our schools and agencies and ministries and chaplaincies maybe
another 10000 or so — and that’s just Anglicans! How the Lord has answered the prayers of the first disciples
to pray for workers for the harvest.

Do you see the crowds? Crowds of people from all cultures who will come to Sydney, people who will move
into the greenfields, crowds of young people hungry for love and meaning and purpose. Will these suburbs
be built on aspiration and consumption and nothing more? Can we not offer a gospel of new life, hope, light
and love? Must we not do so?

Members of Synod, do you see the crowds?

i John Harris, One Blood: 200 Years of Aboriginal Encounter with Christianity: A Story of Hope 1990 Albatross Books, p867.
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Proceedings

Documents tabled

1. List of clergy summoned to the Synod and list of representatives
2. Copy of a document appointing a Commissary
3. Minute book of the Standing Committee

Accounts and reports etc tabled and received

Diocesan Organisations - Audited Accounts and Annual Reports

1. Abbotsleigh (The Council of)
2. Anglican Church Growth Corporation

3. Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney as trustee for the Anglican Church Diocese
of Sydney Grants Administration Fund

4 Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney

5. Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney as trustee for the Long Term Pooling Fund
6. Anglican Church Property Trust Diocese of Sydney as trustee for the Mission Property Fund
7 Anglican Education Commission

8 Anglican Media Council

9. Anglican Schools Corporation

10. Anglican Youth and Education Diocese of Sydney (Anglican Youthworks)

11. Archbishop of Sydney’s Discretionary Trust

12.  Arden Anglican School Council (The)

13.  Arundel House Council

14. Barker College (The Council of)

15. Campbelltown Anglican Schools Council

16. Endowment of the See Corporation as trustee of the Endowment of the See Property Fund
17. Evangelism and New Churches (The Board of)

18. Glebe Administration Board as trustee of the Diocesan Cash Investment Fund
19. Glebe Administration Board as trustee of the Diocesan Endowment

20. lllawarra Grammar School (The Council of The)

21. King's School (The Council of The)

22.  Living Faith Council

23.  Macarthur Anglican Church School Council (The)

24.  Ministry Training and Development (The Council of)

25.  Moore Theological College Council

26. Northern Regional Council

27. St Andrew’s Cathedral Chapter

28. St Andrew’s Cathedral School (The Council of)

29. St Andrew’s House Corporation as trustee of the St Andrew’s House Trust
30. St Catherine's School Waverley (The Council of)

31. South Sydney Regional Council

32. South Western Regional Council

33.  Sydney Anglican Indigenous Peoples’ Ministry Committee

34. Sydney Anglican Loans Board

35.  Sydney Church of England Grammar School Council (Shore)

36. Sydney Diocesan Services

37. Tara Anglican School for Girls (The Council of)

38.  Trinity Grammar School (The Council of)

39. Western Sydney Regional Council

40.  William Clarke College Council

41. Wollongong Regional Council



Proceedings 15

Annual reports due by 30 September

Synod noted that the following organisations have a financial year ending 30 June and that they are not
due to submit their annual report and a copy of their audited accounts until 30 September —

Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid (The)

Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid (The), as trustee of the Archbishop of Sydney’s Overseas
Ministry Fund

Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid (The), as trustee of the Archbishop of Sydney’s Overseas Relief
and Aid Fund

Anglican Community Services

Standing Committee and other special reports

2021 Report of the Standing Committee

2022 Report of the Standing Committee

Synod Funds Amalgamated Annual Financial Report for 2020
Synod Funds Amalgamated Annual Financial Report for 2021
Parish Funds Amalgamated Annual Financial Report for 2020
Parish Funds Amalgamated Annual Financial Report for 2021
Synod — St Andrew’s House Fund Annual Financial Report for 2020
Synod — St Andrew’s House Fund Annual Financial Report for 2021
Synod Funding Arrangements

Stipends, Allowances and Benefits for 2022 (2/05)

Stipends, Allowances and Benefits for 2023 (2/05)

Amendment to Faithfulness in Service: A national code for personal behaviour and the
practice of pastoral ministry by clergy and church workers

13. Diocese of Bathurst // Financial support for the Diocese of Bathurst (8/18)

14. Doctrine Commission Report: The Unchanging Heart of Parochial Incumbency

15. Domestic Violence Response Monitoring Committee: Progress Report

16. Gender Representation on Diocesan Boards and Committees (62/19)

17. GS18: Eighteenth Session of General Synod: The Diocese and the National Church
18. GS18: Outcomes of the 2022 General Synod

19. Holding surplus ministry assets in trust for the purposes of the Diocese

20. Implementation of recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (3/19)

21. Indigenous Ministry in the Diocese of Sydney

22. Newmarch House 2020 COVID-19 Outbreak

23. Ordinances passed by the Standing Committee

24. Ordinances passed by the Standing Committee (since December 2021)
25. Pastoral Consultation (Professional Supervision) Recommendation
26. Review of the Governance Policy for Diocesan Organisations

27. Review of Diocesan Investment Strategy

28. Review of the Nomination Ordinance 2006

29. Toward the development of a Diocesan Property Strategy

30. Voluntary Assisted Dying

31. Jamberoo, Proposal to change the status of the provisional parish to a parish
32.  Anglican Church Property Trust Annual Report 2020

33.  Anglican Church Property Trust Annual Report 2021

34.  Mission Property Committee

35.  Ministry Spouse Support Fund Report Annual Report for 2021

36. Regional Councils’ Annual Reports for 2020

37. Regional Councils’ Annual Reports for 2021

38. Reporting on the National Redress Scheme (42/18) — to 30 June 2021
39. Reporting on the National Redress Scheme (42/18) — to 30 June 2022
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40. Safe Ministry Board and Professional Standards Unit Annual Report 2020-2021
41. Safe Ministry Board and Professional Standards Unit Annual Report 2021-2022
42.  Tertiary Education Ministry Oversight Committee (2/15)

43. Explanatory statements and reports on Bills

Synod Service and Bible studies

The opening service of Holy Communion on the first day of Synod was held at the Oran Park Anglican
College on 10 September 2022 at which the address was given by the Rev Stuart Starr.

Bible studies on the subsequent days of Synod were given by the Rev Jay Behan, Bishop of the Church of
Confessing Anglicans Aotearoa/New Zealand.

Actions taken under the Parishes Ordinance 1979

The Synod assented to the following —
(@) the classification of Jamberoo as a parish. See report at page 437.

Petitions

There were no petitions received by the Synod.
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Questions under business rule 6.3

1. Preaching of ordained women to mixed congregations
Ms Lyn Bannerman asked the following question —

In his paper titled “The Ministry of Women in The Diocese of Sydney”, dated February 2016,
the then Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Rev’d Dr Glenn N. Davies wrote, and | quote: “....
the Synod has not endorsed the view that women should never preach to mixed
congregations. On the contrary, the Synod has embraced the long-standing custom of women
preaching.....” Davies concluded, in summary, to say that at the end of the day, Rectors are
free to make their own decision on this matter. His paper acknowledges these different
practices and encourages us to respect our differences.

Please confirm to this Synod that the position outlined in the above paper remains unchanged,
thereby ensuring that all Rectors and parishes understand that there is no formal barrier
to allowing ordained women to preach to mixed congregations, while respecting alternative
views of some Rectors.

To which the President replied —

The question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it contains
assertions, expresses opinions and offers an argument.

Nevertheless, | am able to advise the Synod that | have not adopted any practice contrary to
that now long endorsed by Synod that the Rector of a parish is at liberty to invite suitably
authorised, gifted and godly men and women to preach, if he chooses.

2. Doctrine Commission Report: The Unchanging Heart of Parochial Incumbency

Ms Lyn Bannerman asked the following question —

(@) What is the formal status of this Report, which is in Book One, commencing at page
138?

(b)  The paper asserts (eg. at paras 10 and 30), in summary, that incumbents must devote
themselves entirely to their tasks, giving “single-minded devotion to this task” and
requiring “...all the minister can give, and then more”. The only exception is if the
Diocese calls upon his time, What then are the expectations of a clergyman’s wife? Is
she expected to ensure he is never distracted by, for example, the needs of home and
family, young children, elderly parents as well as all household duties, plus involvement
in some ministries, no matter what?

(c) Whatis “tent-making” (para 30) in the 21st century?

(d) Has the Safe Ministry Board been asked to consider this paper, particularly the
emotional and physical impact on both the husband and wife, and also the children?

(e)  The recommendation for an allowance to be paid in respect of “an accompanying wife”
(para 4) does not say to whom the allowance is to be paid — clergyman or his wife? And
if not to the wife, have the authors considered D.V. expert’s advice about the importance
of some financial independence in healthy relationships?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@) The Standing Committee requested this report from the Doctrine Commission as
theological advice to the Stipends and Allowances Committee to assist their policy
review of ministry remuneration and preparation for retirement.

(b)  This part of the question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders
as it contains assertions and offers an argument.

Nevertheless, the Doctrine Commission did not consider the expectation of a
clergyman’s wife since this was not included in the Standing Committee’s reference.



18 Third Session of 52" Synod : Proceedings for 2022

()

(d)
()

“Tent-making” means the income producing employment of a person which enables
ministry which would not otherwise not be possible under particular circumstances (e.g.
church planting).

No.

Paragraph 4 of the Report exegetes a part of 1 Corinthians 9 and does not refer to
allowances of any type.

3. Living Faith Council Establishment

Ms Lyn Bannerman asked the following question —

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

(f)
(9)

(h)

It is understood that the Living Faith Council was initially rejected by the Australian
Charities and Not-for Profit Commission.

0] What were the reasons given for this rejection?

(i)  What was advised to the ACNC in response to this rejection that resulted in
successful registration?

The Ordinance for this Council provides for it to own property. As the Council’s role is
described as essentially a support and counselling service, what activities are
envisaged that would require acquisition of property?

From where does the Council currently operate and does the Council own it or pay rent?
Depending on the answer, how much did the property cost, or how much rent is paid?

How may staff are employed? Are they are full or part time?

Do any Board members or any staff member have expertise in medical and/or
psychological counselling on LGBTIQ+ issues? If not, why not (in both cases)?

From which source of Diocesan funds is the Living Faith Council funded?
As Synod was first advised of this Council on the first (ordinary) day of May 2020:

0] Why has Synod not received any report, including financial statements, from this
Council?

(i)  Could Synod please be provided with a report of income and expenditure over
the period since its formation?
The Diocesan Governance Policy requires that the majority of Board members of a

Diocesan Organisation be appointed by Synod (Appendix 1 D (b) of the Policy.) Why
have no appointments been made by Synod?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

0] The application for registration as a charity was not rejected; the ACNC issued a
preliminary notice of intention to refuse registration on the basis it did not consider
Living Faith to have purposes that are for public benefit and invited Living Faith
to provide a response.

(i)  The arguments put to the ACNC by Living Faith in its response centred on the
following points:

. The ACNC misconstrued Living Faith’s purpose and the section of the
public to whom those purposes are directed.

. The ACNC considered irrelevant evidence in relation to practises and
therapies that are neither conducted nor supported by Living Faith.

. The ACNC failed to acknowledge that expert medical opinion in relation to

gender incongruence is divided and proceeded as if a settled position had
been reached.

. The ACNC used an incorrect methodology to assess public benefit, in
particular by failing to identify and weigh benefit with possible detriment.
Clear evidence exists of the benefits flowing from the activities of Living
Faith — namely, that they will lead to greater support, acceptance and
understanding, and a welcoming place in the Church for individuals who
experience same sex attraction or gender incongruence and wish to stay
true to their Christian faith.
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Living Faith also undertook to make certain amendments to its purposes to clarify
the section of the public to whom its purposes are directed.

Having considered these arguments and the amendments, the ACNC accepted
that Living Faith has purposes that are for the public benefit.

(b)  No activities are envisaged at this time that would require acquisition of property. The
provision is there in case a need arises in the future.

(c) Living Faith staff either work from home or from a small office rented from an inner west
parish. The rental on the small office is $2000 per annum.

(d) There are two part time staff, each employed three days a week. There is an
administrator, who works half a day a week.

(e) Living Faith does not engage in medical or psychological counselling but rather pastoral
care. There are Council members and staff with theological, pastoral expertise in
LGBTIQ+ issues. Both pastoral workers have theology degrees, one also has a Masters
in counselling. However, they do not engage in counselling for Living Faith. One Council
member has a PhD in gender studies.

) Living Faith is funded by donations from parishes and individuals. If you would like to
make a donation please go to www.livingfaith.online/give

(@

0] The Synod has received an annual report from Living Faith. See item 17.1 (21)
of the Business Paper for Day 1. Living Faith has not yet been categorised under
the Accounts, Audits and Annual Reports Ordinance 1995. The Finance
Committee has recently received the necessary financial information to
determine a category and is expected to consider the matter at its next meeting.

(i) From 1 December 2020 to 31 December 2021, total income was $80,351. Total
expenses for 2021 were $59,045. As a result, there was a net surplus of $21,035
for 2021.

(i)  From 1 January 2022 to 30 June 2022, total donations were $50,782. Total expenses
were $70,787. As aresult there was a net loss January to June 2022 of $20,004.

(h) The Standing Committee elects the majority of members of a number of diocesan
organisations. The Standing Committee and the Synod are not intended to be
differentiated for the purpose of this requirement in the Governance Policy.

Development of the new Archbishop’s Residence
The Rev Dr Antony Barraclough asked the following question —

Could the Archbishop inform the Synod of the progress in the construction and expected
availability of the new Archbishop’s residence in Catherine St. Forrest Lodge?

To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —

This question will be answered orally and with a short video [not linked here] that will be played
at the same time. The video will show a time-lapse of the building works, followed by a
graphical representation of the finished works.

As previously reported to Synod, the Endowment of the See (EOS) Corporation acquired land
opposite Sydney University for the construction of facilities to be used by the Archbishop. The
main feature of the property is a modern residence for the Archbishop and his family. The site
will include accommodation, parking for guests and a ministry facility for meetings and to
entertain larger groups of people.

Unfortunately, the building work has been delayed by extended periods of rain and the impacts of
COVID. It is anticipated that the work will be completed by the end of 2022 but this is largely
dependent upon the availability of the necessary joinery. The EOS Corporation is currently
finalising the selection of furniture to be procured from the former Bishopscourt at Darling Point and
will ensure there is an appropriate balance of historical and modern items at the new property. |
am confident the site will support a wide range of episcopal and other ministry for decades to come.
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My wife and | greatly appreciate the kindness of Dean Sandy Grant and the Cathedral Chapter
for allowing us to remain in the Deanery until the time comes for us to move to the new
residence for the Archbishop.

5. Expenditure under Fund 127 ‘Work Outside the Diocese’

Mr Tony Brownlow asked the following question —

(&) What organisations/projects were funded under Fund 127 in 2020 and 2021 financial
years, and what was the amount in each case?

(b)  Could you please provide a statement on the specific purpose for which each grant was
provided.

To which the President replied —
| am informed the answer is as follows —

The answer is set out in tabular form and will be provided to the questioner and posted on the
notice board in the foyer [see below].

Grants and other funding provided from Work Outside the Diocese Fund 127

2020 2021

WITHIN AUSTRALIA
Other Dioceses -

Armidale - in support of ministry expenses of the diocese 5,000 5,000

North West Australia - in support of ministry expenses of the diocese 60,000 60,000

Tasmania - in support of ministry expenses of the diocese 5,000 5,000

Northern Territory - in support of ministry expenses of the diocese 50,000 55,000
Indigenous ministries -

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Anglican Council (NATSIAC) 1,000 1,000

WITHIN AUSTRALIA SUBTOTAL 121,000 126,000

Diocese of Bathurst - in support of ministry expenses of the diocese 250,000 250,000

WITHIN AUSTRALIA TOTAL 371,000 376,000
OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA
Strategic EOS travel and visitors -

Archbishop's overseas visits - air fares and accommodation 6,870 -
SUBTOTAL 6,870 -
Training leaders and providing bursaries -
Madagascar - contribution to Bible School bursaries - 8,000
Sammy Shehata (Alexandria School of Theology) - support for expenses as 17,457 -
Dean
Training leaders in Tanzania - resource materials 687 -
SUBTOTAL 18,144 8,000
Moore College PTC related -
Province of Indian Ocean - in support of ministry expenses 5,340 -
SUBTOTAL 5,340 -
Gafcon -
Archbishop, Malcolm Richards and others - air fares and accommodation 4,114 -
Gafcon Global - support for central administration expenses 10,000 10,000
Peter Jensen - mobile phone expenses 751 850
SUBTOTAL 14,865 10,850
Other
Travel insurance 844 329
FCAANZ - support for administration expenses 60,000 100,000
Diocese of Conception, Chile - contribution to travel costs of Bishop 1,869 1,920
Dublin Silicon Docks Project - in support of ministry expenses 10,000 7,000

SUBTOTAL 72,713 109,249
OUTSIDE AUSTRALIA TOTAL 117,932 128,099
WOD TOTAL 488,932 504,099
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6.

Grant from this Diocese to Gafcon internationally and to the Southern Cross Diocese

Mr Tony Brownlow asked the following question —

(@) Has this Diocese provided any funds to Gafcon provinces, dioceses or parishes
internationally in 2021 and/or 2022 for any purpose, for example by way of membership
fees, grants for any purposes, including management support, or for specific projects
across countries or within a specific country?

(b)  If so, how much, for what purpose and from which source of Diocesan funds, including
the Endowment of the See?, and

(c) Similarly, have any funds been transferred for any purpose to the Diocese of the
Southern Cross?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@ Yes
(b)  The Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans Aotearoa and New Zealand for administration
expenses —

2021: $100,000
2022: $80,000 (budgeted but not yet approved)

The Diocese of Conception, Chile as a contribution to the travel costs of the Bishop —
2021: $1,920

GAFCON Global — support for central administration expenses
2021: $10,000
2022: $10,000

The payments were made, or will be made, from the Work Outside the Diocese Fund.
(c) No

Gender Balance at Moore College

Mr Tony Brownlow asked the following question —

(@ In the first circular for this Synod, page 9, Notices of Contested and Uncontested
Elections were provided, including one position for the Council of Moore College. As
has been the case for a number of years now, the advice given by the College on gender
balance is that it “remains under active consideration.”

0] What precisely does “active consideration” mean?

(i)  What specific action has the Council undertaken?

(i)  What is the current gender balance on the Council, the Boards and other Boards
or Committees of the College and its four Centres?

(b) In relation to job opportunities, the College claims on its website that it is “an equal
employment opportunity employer.” What are the current figures relating to
employment, by gender, for the College and its four Centres separately, broken down
between major categories (e.g. senior leaders, admin staff, lecturers and other support
staff?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

@)
0] “Active consideration” means the Moore Theological College Governing Board
welcomes and actively seeks appropriately skilled women to join the Council.

(i)  Each time a vacancy occurs on the Moore Theological Council, the question is
asked whether there is an appropriate woman who might be nominated for the
position. However, it should be noted that the College Ordinance requires three
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(b)

(iii)

of the four synod-elected clergy places on the Council to be filled by ‘rectors of
parishes within the Diocese’, given the role of the College in training those who
in time will become incumbents.

The recent lay vacancy on the Council was created by the College’s long-serving
Honorary Treasurer indicating his wish to retire from the Council at the conclusion
of his current term, on the first day of this Synod. As the First Circular indicated
to replace him the Council was looking for a ‘Chartered Accountant, preferably a
partner of a major accounting firm’. This was the most important consideration
as the College needs to comply with the Higher Education Standards Framework
(Threshold Standards) 2021.

The two legislated College boards are the Governing Board and the Academic
Board. Note that the Centres report to the Academic Board and do not have
separate management committees. The current gender balance on the Council
and the two aforementioned boards is:

Council Female Male
Archbishop 1
Clergy (Synod-elected) 4
Lay (Synod-elected) 1 3

Total Council 1 8

Governing Board
(includes the Council)

Academic Board 4 22

An ‘equal employment opportunity employer’ means that all employment decisions
(including hiring, promotion, development, termination, compensation, etc.) must never
be based on race, ethnicity, or gender, or any other factors which might be deemed
discriminatory. With regard to ‘job opportunities’ selection is based on an applicant’s
suitability to a role and agreement to work within Moore College’s vision, mission, and
strategic plan.

The current gender balance of employees, for the College and its four Centres
separately, broken down between major categories, is as follows —

Teaching Staff

Role Female Male
Principal 1
Faculty 2 16
Chaplains 13
Total Teaching Staff 15 17
Administrative Staff
Role Female Male
Executive 1
Managers 10 8
Specialist Support Staff 12 22
Other Support Staff 6 7
Total Admin. Staff 28 36
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Centre for Global Mission

Role Female Male
Director 1
Specialist Support 1 2

Priscilla and Aquilla Centre

Role Female Male
Director * 1

Specialist Support 1

Centre for Christian Living
Role Female Male
Director * 1
Specialist Support 1
Christian Ministry Development

Role Female Male
Director * 1
Specialist Support 1 2

* Note: the persons filling these positions are also members of the Faculty.
Beneficiaries of the Archbishop’s Christmas gift

The Rev Jon Guyer asked the following question —

(@ How many retired ministers and clergy widows received the Archbishop’s monetary
Christmas gift in each of the last 5 years?

(b)  Prior to the recent reduction of this list, what criteria, method or information gathering
process was conducted in order to determine which retired ministers and clergy widows
were most in need of this gift?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@) 2021-113
2020 - 134
2019 - 134
2018 - 139
2017 - 143

(b)  In 2005 and in prior years, a questionnaire was sent to retired clergy and clergy widows
asking if they wished to be included in the Archbishop’s Christmas Grants and inviting
them to note any particular expenses or circumstances they would like taken into
account. Any person declining a grant or not responding was removed from the list, but
was free to reapply. Some found the questionnaire embarrassing and intrusive, so the
practice was discontinued.

After that, and until 2020, retired clergy and clergy widows were added to the list and
an informal assessment was made by the Registrar about the financial needs of those
on the list and the grants were made accordingly.
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In 2020, the amounts were standardised. There were some exceptions such as usually
not providing grants to clergy who did not retire in the Diocese and providing larger
grants to clergy and widows who were known to be in greater financial need.

In 2021, clergy who have been retired for less than 10 years were removed from the list
and sent a letter of explanation. There has been no change to the practice in relation to
grants to clergy widows.

9. TEMOC grants

Mr Eddie Ozols asked the following question —

Noting the Tertiary Education Ministry Oversight Committee Report (page 175 of Book 1)
which states at point 2 —

“The Committee is committed to supporting the development of on-campus
evangelical tertiary ministries (especially Chaplaincy) within the Diocese in
accordance with the statement of vision, strategic priorities and core principles
detailed in its report to the Synod in 2010 (listed at the end of this report in the
Appendix)”

and at 11:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
®
(9)
(h)

(i)
()

“For 2020 a total of 10 grants were distributed. All projects were initiated by
Anglican ministries in consultation with evangelical student groups on campus.
Continuing grants are assisting in the ministry at Unichurch (UNSW) and Sydney
University, ministry trainees at four universities. New grants support cross cultural
work at Macquarie university and ministry trainees at five universities.”

What percentage of TEMOC grants in 2020 were allocated to the actual Anglican
organisations listed in column 2 at point 12?

Which organisations received the funds for Macquarie University, Sydney University (2),
Wollongong University, and WSU Bankstown/Liverpool for “Anglican Chaplaincy”?

Are grants provided for other than Anglican identifying workers? If so, what percentage
of the trainees in 2020 were not Anglican?

Which Anglican churches working directly on a campus in their parochial area received
TEMOC grants in 2020?

Since its formation how many parish initiated on-campus ministries have applied for
support to TEMOC? What percentage of applications did these represent?

Since its formation how many parish initiated on-campus ministries were successful in
receiving grants from TEMOC? What percentage does this represent?

What is the relationship between TEMOC supported trainees and the local parishes in
the parochial areas where the university is located?

How has TEMOC met its “Core Principle (b): In addition to the values in the vision above,
we want these university and VET campus ministries to serve churches in partnership
through training and equipping their members”

Specifically, how has this core principle been enacted across all Anglican churches in
the mission area surrounding the Wollongong University?

How did staff supported by TEMOC support international students during COVID, many
of whom lost employment and were in significant distress?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

TEMOC grants are allocated to specific individuals working or training in university
ministries based on applications by (Anglican) Chaplains or Parishes. Anglican
Chaplains are authorised clergy, however as a result of various historical developments
they may not be employed by a parish. As such TEMOC distributes funds to their
employing organisation. All funds were distributed for on-campus tertiary ministry and
the percentage of grants allocated to an Anglican Parish was 52%.
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(b)  Macquarie University: MTS Scholarship Fund - for the training of ministry apprentices.
Sydney University: EU Graduates Fund — both grants.

Western Sydney University Bankstown: AFES - for the training of ministry apprentices.

(c) Grants recipients are provided to ministry workers or trainees who originate from a
variety of denominational backgrounds.

Since its inception, all theologically trained workers who have received grants have
attended Anglican churches and almost all have been ordained Anglican clergy.

TEMOC does not collect information on the denominational affiliation of grants given to
trainees, however all grant recipients either attend or work at an Anglican Church or are
under the supervision of an Anglican Chaplain in their university ministry. There were
no grants given to anyone outside of these categories.

(d)  The Anglican Churches with campuses in their parochial area that have received grants
in 2020 are —

Kingswood Anglican
St Barnabas Broadway

Parish of Unichurch (UNSW)

(e) There have been 72 applications from parish initiated on-campus ministries in the last
eleven years. This is 51% of all applications received.

)] Of the 72 applications received 60 were successful in receiving funding. The 60
applications that received funding were 43% of the total applications funded.

(g) Itis not possible in the time available to detail the involvement in their local church of all
the trainees supported by TEMOC for campus ministry. A significant number are
involved in local or on-campus churches with high numbers of university students. Some
attend other Anglican and non-Anglican churches where most actively participate in
church ministry. Both chaplains and trainees endeavour to develop ongoing
relationships with a range of churches, especially those in the area where their
campuses are located.

(h)  All campus ministries supported by TEMOC ascribe to the vision of ‘serving churches
through partnership in training and equipping their members.” Most students involved in
campus ministries continue to attend and serve their local churches during their studies.
Campus ministries are able to undertake intensive ministry training and equipping of
students during their time on campus which is directly applicable to local church ministry
and benefits these churches immediately and over the longer term. Where possible this
partnership is also expressed through church visiting and ongoing prayerful support of
campus ministries by churches.

0] All 3 grant recipients in 2020 at the University of Wollongong were active members of
their local churches. One grant recipient was at an Anglican church and was primarily
involved in training and equipping amongst the international students in that church.

0] The grant recipient, a ministry apprentice, working amongst international students
supported them in a variety of ways, including: hosting, provision of meals, home
groups, phone and Zoom conversations, walk and talks (during lockdowns), Bible
Studies (online and in person), online activities and emergency financial support.

10. Departure of Headmaster of Shore School
Mr Chris Pettett asked the following question —

My question relates to the circumstances around the departure in July 2022 of the previous
Headmaster of the Shore School, Dr Timothy Petterson, and how the diocese can learn from
this experience — the question is in a number of parts —

(@) What was the process that led to the recruitment of Dr Petterson to the role of
Headmaster in 20207

(b)  What was the process and circumstances that led to the departure of Dr Petterson from
the role of Headmaster in July 2022?
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()

(d)
(e)

®
(9)

(h)

Have any differences in the recruitment process of a new and permanent Headmaster
been learnt that will be implemented in comparison to when Dr Petterson was recruited
as the School’s previous Headmaster?

Have there been any other lessons learnt resulting from these circumstances that the
Diocese and the School could outline to the Synod for its assurance and edification?

Who are the current members of the school’s Council and what are their qualifications?
Does the Archbishop have confidence in the current members of the school’s Council?

Does the Anglican Diocese of Sydney have any accountability processes in place to
assist governing bodies that are responsible to Synod in exercising their roles and
responsibilities of governance?

What can members of Synod pray for regarding these circumstances?

To which the President replied —

I am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

(€)
(d)

(e)
()
(9)

A comprehensive international search was undertaken supported by an experienced
recruitment firm and educational experts.

From the letter to parents July 15 2022 —

‘| can assure you that this decision has only been made following deep
deliberation and thorough assessment of the School’s situation. As part of
this deliberation, Council commissioned an independent review into the
culture and leadership of the School to more fully understand the nature of
and reasons for recent disquiet within elements of the School community.

Council thanks Dr Petterson for the loyalty and commitment he has given
Shore, including guiding the School through the external challenges of the
past two years and leading the introduction of a number of important and
positive changes.

This decision is not based on any suggestion of improper conduct on his
part. However, Council has concluded that in the interests of unity within
the School, leadership renewal is required. While Council appreciates the
significance of a change in leadership, we believe that it is in the best
interests of the School and its students.’

Yes.

The value of the Synod’s Governance Policy for Diocesan Organisations - which helps
shared expectations to be understood.

These are listed on the School’s website.
Yes.

The New South Wales Parliament has provided a legislative framework for our synod
to carry out responsible and effective governance. The Anglican Church of Australia
Constitutions Act 1902 and the Anglican Church of Australia (Bodies Corporate) Act
1938 empower our synod to make ordinances for order and good government within the
Diocese, and to constitute such councils and committees as bodies corporate for the
management and governance of our organisations. The Synod acknowledges that
diocesan organisations should and have taken steps on their own to ensure proper and
effective governance.

Nevertheless, the Synod as the ‘parliament of the diocese’ also has a responsibility to
facilitate proper and effective governance as part of its oversight of all diocesan
organisations. Currently, the Synod seeks to discharge this responsibility by electing a
majority of the board or council members of diocesan organisations and by providing
relevant guidelines and policies for diocesan organisations. The Governance Policy for
Diocesan Organisations articulates the Synod’s two broad expectations in the area of
governance, namely seeking the highest standards of governance appropriate to the
size and nature of each organisation and, secondly pursuing the highest standards of
governance to maximise the extent to which the objects of the organisation can be met.
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(h)

An audit of each organisation’s conformance to the Policy has recently been completed.
The results are summarised in the Review of the Governance Policy for Diocesan
Organisations Report received by the Synod on day 1.

The Synod should give thanks to God for the appointment of Dr John Collier as interim
Principal. Synod can also pray for the wellbeing of all the students and their families, for
unity among the staff of the School, for Dr Petterson and his family, for the Council and
for the appointment of the next principal, asking that God would raise up a leader who
is committed to seeing the gospel proclaimed and the School continue as a place of
gospel hospitality.

11. Finances of Anglicare Community Services

Mr Chris Pettett asked the following question —

My question relates to the finances of Anglican Community Services (trading as Anglicare
Sydney and will be referred to as Anglicare henceforward) and it is in a number of parts —

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)

()
(@
(h)
(i)
0)
k)
()
(m)
(n)
(0)
(p)
(a)

Q)

When was the last financial year Anglicare reported made a profit?

In the last five financial years, what has been the profit and loss reported?
What have been the reasons for the years of financial profit?

What have been the reasons for the years of financial loss?

What are the reasons why Anglicare began reporting the “change in fair value of its
investment properties” as per the 2020-2021 financial report on page 14.

What are the reasons why Anglicare did not report the “change in fair value of
investment properties” in the previous financial reports?

What is the difference in Anglicare’s profit-loss within the 2020-2021 financial report if
the “change in fair value of investment properties” had not been reported?

What is Anglicare’s strategy to return to profit?
What is Anglicare’s current debt?
What is Anglicare’s current capacity to service that debt using its revenue streams?

What is Anglicare’s current capacity to pay its debt without divesting its property
portfolio?

What is Anglicare’s current capacity to pay its debt that would include a strategy to
divest its property portfolio?

Over how many years will Anglicare need to reduce its debt position to become
sustainable against incoming revenues?

Does Anglicare project revenues to increase into the future? If so, what is that projection
and from what revenue sources?

Does Anglicare’s debt position impact its capability to deliver its services?

Is Anglicare still pursuing its 2028 strategy?

In percentage and dollar terms, what is the donor’s giving as a revenue stream
comparable to the rest of the revenue received into Anglicare?

Out of donations given to Anglicare, how much is spent on: the administration of
donations, the salary of the donations team, donations events, contractors hired to
support the donations team, marketing collateral produced for the donations team, and

residual spend? To assist this answer, can this information please be itemized into dollar
terms against total donations received?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

The year ended 30 June 2021, Anglicare reported Total Comprehensive Income
(‘surplus’) of $46,476,000 for the year ended 30 June 2021.

The reported Total Comprehensive Income amounts in the five previous years have
been —
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(©)

(d)
(e)

(f)

Year ended 30 June

2021 Profit $46,476,000
2020 Loss $63,133,000
2019 Loss $15,801,000
2018 Profit $5,212,000
2017 Profit $13,502,000

Anglicare changed its accounting policy with respect to investment properties in the year
ended 30 June 2021, the impact on the reported result in that year (and the comparative
period) is set out in the notes to the accounts for that year (page 19).

In normal operating conditions Anglicare’s various business activities will produce a
small profit margin. This will be supplemented by income from investments and
donations. That operating surplus will fund the cost of running various community,
chaplaincy, pastoral care, support and parish partnership programs, in fulfilments of the
objectives set out in Anglicare’s constituting ordinance. (In the event there is no
operating profit these are funded from Anglicare’s retained earnings).

There will be a number of reasons that there are deviations from this —

° Asset values are volatile, investments are recorded at fair value and there will be
years where values go up, and others where they go down;

. Sale of surplus assets can often generate a surplus; conversely, where assets
are no longer of use, they may require a write-down;

. Anglicare has undertaken a significant program of capital expenditure and
refurbishment, having old assets ‘offline’ and bringing new assets ‘online’ incurs
significant additional operating costs for a transition period;

. Sectoral change. There has been significant decline in funding relative to costs
and consequently in profitability in the residential aged care sector. This has
developed over an extended period, but accelerating from 2018, and has resulted
in the majority of the sector reporting losses. Residential Aged Care is the most
significant activity Anglicare undertakes in terms of revenue and operating result;

. The significant levels of cost related to managing COVID-19 which cost well over
$10 million in FY20 and will do so again in FY22.

Refer answer above.

The change has been made to provide users of the financial statements and other
stakeholders with a better understanding of the financial position of Anglicare’s balance
sheet (as noted on page 10 of the financial report).

The use of ‘fair value reporting’ of assets classified as investment properties, principally
retirement villages, is consistent with the accounting treatment of similar assets by a
significant number of other organisations (in both the ‘for profit’ and ‘for purpose’ sector).

This accounting treatment will produce a level of fluctuation in Anglicare’s reported
result as values are impacted by market factors and changes in economic conditions
and outlook.

The movements may even look significant relative to Anglicare’s net profit but are
relatively minor as a percentage of an investment property portfolio valued at over $2
billion.

The gains included in the reported result to 30 June 2021 are in large part related to a
rebound in property values from declines reported in the previous financial year.

The inclusion of the change in fair value of investment properties is the result of adopting
a change in accounting policy in the year ended 30 June 2021 and accounting for certain
properties under AASB 140 Investment Properties.

Under the previous accounting policy Anglicare was not required to measure or disclose
movements in fair value at the time the 30 June 2020 financial statements were
prepared. The exercise is a complex one and would not generally be undertaken unless
the amounts were required to be disclosed.
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(@)

(h)

@

)
(k)

o

(m)
(n)

(0)

(P)

The impact on Anglicare’s balance sheet as at 30 June 2020 and 2019 had AASB 140
been adopted in those years is shown in the 30 June 2021 financial statements (page
19), and the comparative results for the year ended 30 June 2020 have been restated
to show the results for that year on a like basis.

The reported result would have been a loss using the previous accounting basis — the
positive change in value of investment properties of $58,255,000 would be eliminated
and an additional depreciation charge on those properties would have been incurred
(as the calculation of depreciation was not performed at time of preparing the financial
statements the amount of depreciation that would have been charged is not available).

The question pre-supposes that the profit resulting from a change in value of investment
properties is somehow not a ‘real’ profit. That is not the case, it is an appropriate
measure of the long-term value generated by Anglicare’s management of its assets.

It is true however that Anglicare has experienced operating losses in its Residential
Aged Care business. Anglicare operates in sector that continues to face very significant
operating, staffing, regulatory and financial challenges. At the same time, it is an
operation where Anglicare serves people at their most vulnerable and can make a
significant impact in their lives — without operators like Anglicare many people would not
be able be able to access the quality aged care they deserve.

Anglicare recognises the need to improve many aspects of its Residential Aged Care
service, including financial outcomes, and is working towards that in a number of ways:
with a new management team; in actively preparing for changes to be introduced in the
sector over then next two years; by reviewing its operating systems and practises; by
reviewing its facilities and withdrawing some services where appropriate. Anglicare
continue to monitor the viability of the sector and at the same time are actively working
to improve its performance within the constraints that exist.

Anglicare currently has bank debt facilities of approximately $170 million drawn to
approximately $105 million.

Anglicare does not foresee any difficulty servicing its debt.
Anglicare does not need to divest property to service debt, and has not done so.

Anglicare will continue to divest properties that do not meet current service delivery
requirements or future development needs, and similarly will continue to acquire other
properties that allow Anglicare to expand its service delivery.

This has been addressed above — the capacity to pay debts and the divestment of
property are not related.

Anglicare does not need to reduce its debt to be sustainable.

Over the last 6 years Anglicare has grown revenues consistently across all operational
areas — the key challenge to profitability is not growth but the significant difficulty in
delivering profitable residential aged care services in the current environment. The
challenges here and Anglicare’s plan to address this have been covered in the answers
above.

Anglicare sees significant opportunities to expand its delivery of services to seniors and
expects that the shape of that will continue to change — proportionally more emphasis
on seniors in retirement living, increasingly with integrated care services; proportionally
less emphasis on large format residential aged care services.

Anglicare is actively seeking to expand its reach to families, particularly those who are
vulnerable and marginalised, and sees partnership with parishes as an increasingly
important platform for doing this.

No.

Debt financing has enabled Anglicare to make a significant investment in social housing
— the 550 dwellings Anglicare will deliver (of which over 500 are already operational)
would not otherwise be a part of Anglicare’s operations.

Anglicare also use short-term debt financing to accelerated delivery of new retirement
village dwellings.
Anglicare is committed to the ’three pillars’ underpinning that strategy — to see Christ

honoured in all Anglicare does, to deliver services that transform the lives of its
Customers, and to do this in a way that builds Community.
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12.

13.

14.

(a)
(n

How Anglicare goes about its goals is something that should be under frequent re-
appraisal. Anglicare’s Board and management are currently working though an
assessment how Anglicare can be most impactful — in the current environment, with the
resources Anglicare has at its disposal — and what changes need to be made to deliver
that effectively and sustainably into the future.

In the current financial year (ended 30 June 2022), donation income totaled $10.2
million out of total revenue of $417 million, or 2.4%.

In the current financial year Anglicare raised $10.2 million in donations (including
legacies and bequests) and incurred $0.8 milion in direct costs (marketing, event costs,
etc) and $1.2 million in salaries and costs related to running the team. No management
overheads are allocated to the fundraising team, and the net amount is committed to
current or future program expenditure.

General Synod Statutory Assessments

Mr Tim Tunbridge asked the following question —

What is the quantum of the General Synod statutory assessments payable by the Sydney
Diocese to the national church for each of the years 2019, 2020, 2021 and 20227

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

2019

2020

2021

2022

$481,252
$530,100
$530,106

$535,400

Synod membership

Mr Peter M G Young asked the following question —

(@)
(b)

How many individuals are entitled to attend this Synod (in September 2022) in
aggregate?
How is this number divided into the different Parts (for example from 1 to 9 inclusive)?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

821
Part 4 = 253

Part 5 = 495
Part6 =7
Part 7 = 26
Part 8 = 28
Part8A=1
Part9 =11

Parishes operating under the ‘hub and spoke’ system

Mr Peter M G Young asked the following question —

(@)

Which parishes in the Diocese are currently operating under the “hub and spoke
system”, where the Rector concerned has oversight over more than one parish?



Questions under business rule 6.3 31

15.

16.

(b)  Are there any further arrangements proposed and, if so, which parishes are to be
affected?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@) ‘Hub and Spoke’ is any arrangement where two or more Parishes come together to one
Parish that then operates with multiple centres seeking to coordinate ministry and
resources under one Rector and Parish Council to have effective gospel reach. As such,
the Rector of a ‘hub and spoke system” does not have oversight of more than one
Parish. There are currently ten ‘hub and spoke’ parishes:

e  Christ Church Inner West and Drummoyne
e Kirribilli and Neutral Bay

e Bondi and Waverly

e St George North and Bexley

e Chester Hill and Villawood

o Fairfield and Bossley Park

¢ Ingleburn and Glenquarie

e Wollongong and Corrimal

e Glenmore Park and Mulgoa

e St Mary’s and St Clair

As well, three Parishes have developed a ‘hub and spoke’ arrangements with additional
congregations in other areas:

e Soul Revival has four ‘spokes’
e MBM has two ‘spokes’

e Camden Valley has one ‘spoke’

(b)  Presently 14 parishes are considering future ‘hub and spoke’ arrangements. Until the
parishes make final decisions, it is not possible to give further information.

Lay Synod membership under Part 5

Mr Peter M G Young asked the following question —

(a)  With the reduction in the number of Part 4 Rectors entitled to attend this Synod, has the
Diocese considered any plans to reduce the number of laity entitled to attend future
Synods under Part 5?

(b)  If so, what plans have been or are being considered?
To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —

The question is out of order under rule 6.3(d) of the Synod standing orders as it contains an
assertion.

The assertion in the question is false. There has not been any reduction in the number of Part
4 Rectors entitled to attend this Synod.

Long leases of Real Property

Mr Peter M G Young asked the following question —

(@ How many long leases of real property of twenty-five (25) years or more have been
granted by the Anglican Church Property Trust of Sydney in the past ten (10) years?

(b)  Where are they located?
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()

To whom have they been granted?

To which the President replied —

I am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

(b)

(©)

Under the relevant ordinances, the ACPT has granted one (1) ground lease for a term
of greater than 25 years during the past 10 years. In addition, the ACPT is in advanced
negotiations in respect to two separate parishes regarding another two leases with
terms each exceeding 25 years (assuming all options are exercised).

The ground lease approved during the past 10 years relates to church trust property at
118 Darlinghurst Road, Darlinghurst (expiring 2057 plus two 10 year options). The two
ground leases under negotiation relate to church trust property located at 335 Cobbitty
Road, Cobbitty (30 year term inclusive of options) and 75 Hawkesbury Rd, Westmead
(99 years).

The Head Lessee of the ground lease approved over the past 10 years is a wholly
owned special purpose subsidiary of HammondCare. The proposed Head Lessees of
the two ground leases currently under negotiation are Learning Tree (Cobbitty) and
Schools Infrastructure NSW (Westmead).

I am informed that there is an additional long term lease between ACPT as trustee for
St Andrew’s Cathedral and St Andrew’s Cathedral School over the ground floor and
mezzanine level of the Chapter House, and the atrium between the Chapter House and
the Cathedral that was granted in 2019 and concludes in 2059 (assuming two 5 year
options at the tail of the lease are exercised by the School).

Under the arrangement, there is a licence back which permits the Cathedral to use the
premises from 7.00 am to 10.00 pm every Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, and other times agreed in writing between SACS and the Cathedral.

Proposed reconstitution of the Glebe Administration Board

Mr Peter M G Young asked the following question —

(@)

(b)

In what specific and detailed ways is it proposed that the Glebe Administration Board is
to be reconstituted in order to avoid the risks of being the sole trustee of the Diocesan
liquid assets, as envisaged in the Standing Committee’s Report entitled Review of
Diocesan Investment Strategy?

What are such particular risks, which are alluded to in the Report and its Attachments?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

The question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it contains
assertions. Nevertheless, | am able to advise as follows.

(@)

(b)

There is no intention to reconstitute the GAB. The GAB is currently the sole trustee of
$200 million of liquid investment assets (being assets capable of being withdrawn at
short notice). If the Synod passes the motion concerning the Diocesan Investment
Strategy, the GAB will become the sole trustee of $283 million of liquid investment
assets. While there is no intention to reconstitute the GAB, the GAB will continue to
review its membership in co-operation with the Standing Committee to ensure it
collectively has the skills and experience necessary to effectively fulfil its role as trustee
in whatever form the Synod determines.

A number of matters have been raised as risks and objections to establishing the GAB
as the trustee of an amalgamated central investment vehicle for the Diocese. These
can be summarised under the following 3 headings —

The risk of amalgamation outweighs the benefit
Amalgamation would prevent future differentiation of investment objectives

ACPT assets should not be held by another trustee for investment purposes
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19.

These matters have received extensive and careful consideration. A detailed response
from the GAB to these matters can be found in Attachment 4 of the report to the Synod
(which is posted on the Synod webpage). The Finance Committee’s own conclusions
in relation to these matters can be found in Attachment 3 of that report (Book 2, pages
102-104).

Parish statistics for 2010 to 2021

The Rev Dr Raj Gupta asked the following question —

For each year, 2010-2021, what is —

(@) Total parish adjusted net operating receipts
(b)  Total parish offertories

(c) Total average attendance

(d)  Total number of licensed clergy

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

The answer is shown in tabular form and will be available on the notice board in the foyer.

€) NOR (b) Offertories | (c) Attendance (d) Licensed
clergy
2021 $122.8m $114.4m Not available* 723
2020 $136.6m $108.9m 46031 714
2019 $122.9m $111.2m 45853 695
2018 $116.9m $107.5m 46608 697
2017 $112.5m $108.7m 47063 710
2016 $110.0m $103.4m 47023 678
2015 $104.2m $97.3m 48554 684
2014 $101.2m $93.0m 47868 713
2013 $95.4m $87.6m 46896 649
2012 $92.8m $88.1m 47221 618
2011 $88.8m $80.9m 46983 612
2010 $83.2m $74.7m 47256 656

* 48 parishes have not submitted their data and are being followed up.

Office bearers of the Diocese of the Southern Cross

Mrs Paula Turner asked the following question —

Clause 6(1) of the Synod Membership Ordinance 1995, states that: Each Parochial
Representative, alternate for a Parochial Representative, Nominated Layperson and lay
Nominated Indigenous Representative must sign the following declaration prior to notice of his
or her election or appointment being given under this Ordinance to the Registrar — “I, the
undersigned A.B., do declare that | am a communicant member of the Anglican Church of
Australia and not a member of any other Church.”

Noting the requirement to not be a member of any other church, and that a member of the
synod must be a member of the Anglican Church of Australia; and that GAFCON Australia,
the primate and our Archbishop of Sydney have all acknowledged that the Diocese of the
Southern Cross is not part of the Anglican Church of Australia, will the President confirm that
any persons who are listed as Directors, Board Members, Secretaries and Employees of the
Diocese of the Southern Cross, have been advised that they are ineligible to be a Parochial
Representative, alternate for a Parochial Representative, Nominated Layperson and lay
Nominated Indigenous Representative in the Synod of the Diocese of Sydney, Anglican
Church of Australia? If not, why not?
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21.

To which the President replied —

I am informed that the answer is as follows —

The question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it seeks a legal
opinion.

Nevertheless, it may be helpful to point out that holding a position of employment or an office
in a body of another church does not make a person a member of that church.

Palliative Care

Professor Penelope Coombes asked the following question —

Book 2 Page 118.

We have left no stone unturned in broadcasting our opposition to voluntary assisted dying and
made it clear to all we are not for turning.

But what for palliative care?
| was delighted to read in Book 2 page 118

“We must be vigilant to maintain an emphasis on palliative care so that people can
have quality to the end of their lives.”

But is there a compelling plan and vision for palliative care?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

There are many faith-based and more particularly Christian providers of health services and
aged care that have both deep and sustained practices providing excellent palliative care.
Anglicare, the diocesan organisation charged with the provision of aged care, is numbered
among them.

Anglicare’s care philosophy - Rhythm of Life - is grounded in the truths that every life is created
in the image of God, is precious and has an innate dignity. It is committed to life affirming and
enriching care at all stages including at the end of life through palliative care. This care is not
limited to patients but extends as appropriate to their immediate family members and others.

Anglicare’s holistic model of palliative care for patients is delivered through Palliative Care
Nurse Practitioners, Clinical Nurse Consultants and Clinical Educators, Chaplains, and
Pastoral Carers. This occurs both in Residential Care and alongside clients in their own homes
through Anglicare’s At Home services.

It seeks to reduce suffering through early identification, assessment and interventions to
address pain, and promotes an open approach to discussions of death and dying between the
resident, their family and Anglicare’s care team.

Anglicare’s aim is to ensure the people in its care are able to live full lives on this earth until
God takes them home. It continues to build flexibility in its palliative care model to meet
individual needs to offer a better alternative as people approach death.

The newly established Archbishop’s Working Group on Voluntary Assisted Dying will provide
the Archbishop and other relevant Diocesan bodies, including Anglicare with appropriate
advice and direction on these matters.

Timetable for Synod Business

Professor Bernard Stewart asked the following question —
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Given my understanding of advice provided, that the ‘Timetable for Synod Business’ is not a
summation of the outcome from relevant procedural motions, but replaces the need for such
procedural maotions, is it appropriate, and in keeping with Standing Orders, that a procedural
motion to adopt the Timetable be considered on the first day of business of any Synod
session?

In respect of current practice of according priority to certain motions via the Timetable, who
determines which motions are so listed and are determinations in relation to particular motions
(a) explained and justified, and (b) subject to challenge under current practice?

If the answer to either (a) or (b) is ‘No’, please outline whether a change in current practice
could be considered.

To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —

This question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it contains an
assertion.

Nevertheless, | am able to advise Synod that the Standing Committee of the Synod is tasked
under clause 4(1) of the Standing Committee Ordinance 1897, among other things, to "make
arrangements for the sessions of the Synod, and to prepare the business to be brought before
the Synod, with power to propose such business as may appear to the Committee to be
necessary or desirable to be brought before the Synod".

In this capacity the Standing Committee typically approves a draft business paper including
the timetable and presentations at its last meeting prior to Synod, noting that the final form is
settled by the Archbishop and the Diocesan Secretary.

The Synod is typically asked to consider a procedural motion on its first day noting the
arrangements made by the Standing Committee as shown on the business paper including
the timetable, and to agree further scheduling matters as needed. In this way, the timetable
for Synod business on the first day's business paper works with relevant procedural motions
to arrange and prepare the business to be brought before the Synod, which Synod may accept,
amend or reject.

In the case of the current session, the Synod considered a motion at 16.2 on the business
paper and amendment sheet for 12 September 2022, which noted the timetable, and agreed
several other matters relating to the scheduling of Synod business as prepared by the Standing
Committee at its meeting of 22 August 2022.

Synod members who wish to make changes to the proposed arrangements may seek to do
so through a procedural motion or amendment to the procedural motion regarding the
scheduling of business. The specific circumstances of the desired change will inform which
approach is best.

22. Doctrine Statement on Gender Identity
The Rev Michael Turner asked the following question —

Noting the Synod resolutions of 2017, 2018 and 2019, and the Archbishop’s Advice to Anglican
Schools regarding matters concerning Gender ldentity:

(@ How many Anglican schools have not affirmed the Doctrine Statement AND developed
publicly accessible policies consistent with the Doctrine Statement?

(b)  Where schools have not affirmed the Doctrine Statement AND not developed policies
consistent with the Doctrine Statement, what is being done, and why is Synod
uninformed on this matter?

(c)  Where a school or schools have developed policies and acted on those policies in direct
contravention of the Synod resolutions and/or the Archbishop’s Advice, what is being
done, and why is Synod uninformed on this matter?
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(d)

Has consideration been given to disbanding Boards where they have made policies in
contravention of the Synod resolutions and Archbishop’s advice? If not, why not?

To which the President replied —

I am informed that the answer is as follows —

We have not been able to survey all Anglican Schools, but we do know that a number have
affirmed the Doctrine Statement and developed publicly accessible policies that are consistent
with the Statement.

Fit-out of St Andrew’s House

The Rev James Warren asked the following question —

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)

What are the major changes?
What are the benefits to the Diocese?
When is the fit out expected to be finished?

How do the new arrangements effect members of parishes interacting with this ‘new
hub’?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

(b)

(©)
(d)

The current fit-out of the level 2 diocesan offices differs in a number of significant
respects to the previous fit-out of 15 years ago. It has been particularly impacted by the
significant changes in work practices arising from the COVID-19 pandemic over the last
2 years.

The main differences are as follows —

® The overall area of the diocesan offices has been compressed by about 20%,
which will result in a more cost efficient use of diocesan office floorspace. In order
to compress to this size, arrangements have been put in place between the
organisations on level 2 to maximise the shared use of meeting rooms, storage
and breakout facilities, and workstations.

(ii) More flexible meeting rooms, including operable walls in some, allow a wider
range of meetings and other gatherings to be accommodated in the offices —
ranging from small meetings of 2 or 3 people up to large functions of up to 100
people, reducing external hiring expenses.

(i)  The staff breakout area in the offices is designed to serve as a “diocesan hub”
which rectors, members of diocesan organisations and, in due course, others will
be welcome to use as a place in the CBD to meet others, have a cup of coffee,
use recharge points and take a break between meetings. It is expected that the
diocesan hub will be formally launched at the beginning of next year.

(iv) Meeting rooms will also be made available to be booked at significantly
discounted rates for use by diocesan and affiliated organisations to ensure any
excess capacity of these facilities is well used.

(v)  In conjunction with the physical fit-out, a significant amount of work has been
undertaken to bring the diocesan offices together under the “Sydney Anglicans”
banner. This is a work in progress but is intended to present to diocesan staff a
common purpose for their work and to present to those served by diocesan staff
a more seamless experience of their interactions with them. Initiatives to this end
include joint staff events and training, a joint values statement, and a move to
adopt joint HR and other operational policies across level 2.

The principal benefits for the diocese of the new fit-out are largely an outworking of the
matters mentioned in part (a) of this answer.

The fit-out is expected to largely be completed by the end of September.

The Diocesan hub (mentioned in part (a)(iii) of this answer) will initially be open to
rectors of parishes and their guests (who will often be others from their parish). It is

desired to extend “hub membership” to other parish officers in their own right, once
capacity issues and usage are assessed.
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26.

Comparative statistics on parishes

Mr James Flavin asked the following question —

@)

(b)

For the most recent year where this data is available, and for a year around 2000 where
this data is similarly available:

0] How many people hold a licence from the Archbishop for parochial ministry within
our Diocese?

(i)  How many people attend Sydney Anglican Churches?
(i)  The sum of net receipts of parochial units across the Diocese?

For the two years selected, is there any factor that would make the data atypical, such
as the Pandemic?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

@)

(b)

There is data available for the year 2008 and 2020:

() Licensed clergy were 642 in 2008 and 712 in 2020.

(i) Licensed or authorised lay people were 240 in 2008 and 492 in 2020.
(i)  Church attendance in 2008 was 45,695 and in 2020 was 46,031.

(iv)  Net operating receipts were $75.1m in 2008 and $122.8m in 2020.

The data was atypical in 2008 due to the Global Financial Crisis. It was also atypical in
2020 for reason of the COVID-19 pandemic and not the average of four dates as in 2008.

Ministry Standards Ordinance

The Rev Mike Doyle asked the following question —

(@)
(b)

When was the Ministry Standards Ordinance introduced, and how many times, and
when, has it been reviewed?

Who was the chair, and who were the committee members who served on each of these
occasions?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

The ordinance commenced on 1 November 2017. It was reviewed in 2018, 2019 and
also in the lead up to this 2022 session of Synod.

The Committee for these reviews was composed of Mr Michael Easton (Chair), Mr Garth
Blake AM SC AO, Mr Lachlan Bryant, the Rev Mark Charleston, Mr Doug Marr, the Rev
Tom Hargreaves, the Rev Craig Schafer and the Rev Mamie Long.

Ms Vikki Napier and | became members of the Committee in the middle of 2020.
Mr Doug Marr resigned from the Committee upon his retirement as Diocesan Registrar
towards the end of 2021.

The Committee has been assisted at various times by the Rev Jennie Everist and
Ms Elenne Ford.

Preparation for ordination

The Rev Mike Doyle asked the following question —

What is the estimated typical financial cost born by the diocese and the candidate to prepare
someone for ordination? Please include the opportunity cost in lost wages.

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —
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There are too many variables to give an accurate figure on the cost of preparing someone for
ordination as a deacon (especially with opportunity costs). However, the costs involved in the
discernment and development process for ordination as a deacon include:
Firstly, the cost of the candidate comprises theological education at Moore or Youthworks
College (offset by AUSTUDY benefits). Moore College tuition is approximately $22,000 per
annum and accommodation $15,000 — 20,000 per annum.
Secondly, the cost to the Diocese include:
(@ Ministry Training & Development staffing, which is 2.3 full time equivalent staff
(b)  Moore College candidates’ conferences, run in the final two years of college at
approximately $400 per person.
(c) Deacon'’s retreat prior to ordination at approximately $200 per person.
(d) Psychological assessment at $990 per assessment
(e)  Ordination Panel’s time in preparing and conducting interviews
® Ordination chaplain’s time in meeting with candidates
(g) Rectors (or supervising ministers) time in training and developing the candidate
27. Peoplein Holy Orders
The Rev Mike Doyle asked the following question —
(@) How many people have left Holy Orders in the last 5 years?
(b)  Of those, how many have been deposed from the exercise of their Holy Orders?
0] Of those deposed, how many were deposed following allegations of sexual
misconduct involving a minor?
(ii) Of those deposed, how many were deposed following allegations of sexual
misconduct not involving a minor?
(i)  Of those deposed, how many were deposed following allegations of bullying or
similar behaviour?
To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —
(@ 6.
(b)  None. The Holy Orders were relinquished in each instance.
28. Parochial Team Ministry

The Rev Mike Doyle asked the following question —

Over the last 5 years, after hearing allegations of sexual misconduct not involving a minor or
bullying (or similar) by ordained clergy:

(@)

(b)
(©)
(d)
()
(f)

Has any Bishop suggested or encouraged the subject of the complaint to resign from
their position?

If so, how many times has this occurred?

How many clergy members have resigned following such an encouragement?

Where the clergy member resigned, were they removed from Holy Orders? If not, why not?
If the clergy member resigned, was the matter reported to the PSU?

If the matter was not reported to the PSU, why not?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)
()

Yes
Once
None
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30.

(d)  Not applicable
(e) Not applicable
) Not applicable

Stipend Continuance plan for Assistant Ministers
The Rev Mike Doyle asked the following question —

In the Report of the Standing Committee (item 3.14), the Standing Committee has reduced
Stipend Continuance plan for assistant ministers to only 5 years of coverage, whilst continuing
to cover Senior Ministers until they are 65 —

(@) Other than financial, what other things were considered in making this decision?

(b) How many Assistant Ministers have made claims on this insurance over the last 5
years?

(c) How many Senior Ministers have made claims on this insurance over the last 5 years?
(d)  Are Assistant Ministers less likely to suffer a workplace injury than Senior Ministers?

(e) Other than financial, on what basis was it decided that Assistant Ministers need less
coverage than Senior Ministers?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(a)  Other than financial, the other consideration for a difference between the benefit period
applying for a rector compared with that for an assistant minister is the different terms
of each type of licence.

A rector’s licence is open ended, meaning he has tenure.

By comparison the Assistant Ministers Ordinance 2017 provides a mechanism by which
an assistant minister’s appointment can be ceased even before the expiry of the licence,
which itself is usually for a term less than 5 years.

(b) 18

(c) 16

(d)  No answer can be given to this question. It would require an assessment of the claims
history by an actuary.

(e) The financial impact was the only driver in the decision for the changes to the Stipend
Continuance Plan.

Survey regarding the ACPT

Canon Alistair Seabrook asked the following question —

(@) When did the SDS or Standing Committee last conduct a survey of parishes and
organisations regarding their experience of working with ACPT?

(b)  Where are the results of that survey available for members of Synod to view?
(c)  Are there any plans to conduct such a survey in the near future?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@) As far as can be ascertained, neither SDS nor the Standing Committee has ever
surveyed parishes or organisations specifically about their experience of working with
the ACPT.

However, in 2019 SDS conducted an extensive “parish pain-points” survey which asked
parishes to identify those areas of administration which cause them greatest difficulty
and to make suggestions for what might be done to address those issues.

(b)  Any Synod member who wishes to see the feedback from the 2019 “parish pain-points”
survey can do so by contacting the SDS CEO.
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(c) There are no plans to conduct in the near future a survey specifically about the
experience of parishes and organisations of working with the ACPT.
However, SDS intends surveying a sample of parishes annually over the next 3 years
as a means of assessing progress in achieving its strategic goal of increasing parish
engagement with SDS as a valued partner in mission.
31. Anglican Church Property Trust
Canon Alistair Seabrook asked the following question —
In the past two years how many parishes and organisations have raised concerns with the
Archbishop, bishops or archdeacons regarding the work of the ACPT?
To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —
There have been three complaints, although from time to time parishes have expressed
frustration regarding their dealings with the ACPT.
Of course, this needs to be balanced with the parishes who have reported their appreciation
in their dealings with the ACPT.
32. Synod guestions
Mr Chris Pettett asked the following question —
My question concerns the purpose and intent of Synod members asking questions as per
standing order 6.3.
Can the Archbishop please issue a memorandum to diocesan organisations to assist them
around the purpose, intent, responsibilities, and procedures Synod members have in asking
questions through the Synod of these organisations, especially in light of his encouraging
remarks around questions asked by members of Synod?
To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —
The question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it contains
inferences and imputations.
The rules and procedures for asking and answering questions are set out in rule 6.3 of the
Synod standing orders. The CEOs of a number of diocesan organisations are members of the
Synod and are familiar with this aspect of the Synod’s business. Furthermore, the staff of SDS
who manage the process will often provide an explanation when seeking information from
representatives of diocesan organisations.
However, if the Synod considers more is required and was to ask the Archbishop to take any
particular action, | anticipate he would give the Synod's request due consideration.
33. The King’s School

Mr Chris Pettett asked the following question —

My question relates to the circumstances surrounding the Department of Educations’ (both
Commonwealth and NSW) recent correspondence to The King’s School about their concerns
of recurrent use of government funding under the Education Act and it is in a number of parts —
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@)

(b)
(©)
(d)

(e)
()

(@
(h)
(i)
0)

When did the Commonwealth Department of Education communicate to the School
regarding the Department’s concerns of recurrent use of government funding under the
Education Act? What was the date?

When did the NSW Department of Education to the School regarding similar concerns?
What was the date?

Could the School please disclose to the Synod the contents of the letter sent by the
Commonwealth Department of Education?

Could the School please disclose to the Synod the contents of the letter sent by the
NSW Department of Education?

Are these correspondences referred to previously either privileged or confidential?

What has been the lessons learnt for the School and the School’s Council in responding
to this matter that could benefit and edify the Synod and other Diocesan organisations?

Was there anything reported publicly, whether through the media or other channels, that
the School wish to correct the record on regarding this and related matters?

Does the Headmaster retain the confidence of the School’s Council?
Does the School’s Council retain the confidence of the Archbishop?
What could members of Synod pray for The King’s School with regard to it ministry?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

On 11 August 2022, the School’s Council resolved to commission an independent broad-
based governance and risk review, to be conducted under the purview of the School’s Risk,
Audit and Compliance Committee.

Given this process is underway, the School's Executive Committee has indicated that it is not
yet possible to provide an answer to the question nor is it able to provide an estimated
completion date for the review.

34. Lessons from the New Capital Project

The Rev David Clarke asked the following question —

As we seek to identify surplus ministry assets to fund the purchase of new ministry sites in
South West Sydney —

(a)

(b)

Which committees, task forces or other bodies have reviewed the failures of the New
Capital Project undertaken 2004-2006 which according to synod reports cost $833,576
but raised negligible funds for new sites?

What lessons have been learnt so we do not repeat these mistakes?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

The question is out of order under rule 6.3(4) of the Synod standing orders as it contains
assertions.

Nevertheless:

@)
(b)

No reviews have been undertaken.
Not applicable.

The Synod received a final report on the New Capital Project in 2006 which outlines the
key lessons learned from the project. This report is available in the Supplementary
Report of the Standing for the 2006 session of Synod which is accessible on the SDS
website.
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35. Average church attendance
The Rev Zac Veron asked the following question —
(a8 How many people in total attended a Sydney Anglican church on any one Sunday, as
an average expressed over a calendar year of attendance, and excluding periods of
lock-down of society, in 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2014, 2013, 2012,
2011, 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006, and 20057
(b) If any figure for any one of these years is unknown, why is that so?
To which the President replied —
| am informed that the answer is as follows —
(@ The answer to part (a) of the question (excluding 2007 and prior years) is shown in
tabular form and will be available on the notice board in the foyer.
ADULT ATTENDANCE
ON A SUNDAY
2008 4,3231
2009 4,4461
2010 4,4959
2011 4,4487
2012 4,4508
2013 4,4440
2014 4,5362
2015 4,5946
2016 3,3456
2017 4,4493
2018 3,8014
2019 4,3885
2020 4,4059
(b)  The figures from 2008 onwards are easily accessible. Data for 2007, 2006 and 2005 is
not easily accessible within the timeframe. Data for 2021 is not available as 48 parishes
have not submitted their attendances and are still being followed up.
36. Translation of Safe Ministry material

The Rev Dr Brian Tung asked the following question —

(&8 What steps have been taken to translate the safe ministry essential and safe ministry
refresher online material into languages other than English?

(b) If the material has not been translated, what are the plans to translate the material and
to support Anglican congregations and ministries that use languages other than
English?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(&) Some steps have been taken to translate the safe ministry training course materials and
different approaches have been attempted, including self-paced training, spoken
assistance and closed captions.

However, there are challenges: a lack of resources to fund the work; the need to
regularly maintain the course materials due to changes in law, ordinance or church
processes; and the difficulty of finding appropriately skilled people to translate and
present the material.

(b)  The Professional Standards Unit is aware of the need to make the safe ministry training
course materials more accessible to those who speak a language other than English
(as well as others who may have learning difficulties with the current material).

However, working out the best solution is not easy given the challenges, and a one-
size-fits all approach may not be effective. Further progress may require a conversation
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37.

38.

with the relevant parties but the current lack of resources will make it difficult to take
additional steps.

Vacant parishes

The Rev Dr Raj Gupta asked the following question —

In regards to the number of vacant parishes -

@)
(b)

(©)
(d)
(e)

How many vacant parishes are there at this point in time?

How many vacant parishes were there at the year-end (31 December) for each of the
last five years?

In the last two years, how many rectors have resigned, without the reasons being
retirement or the taking up of another rector role in the Diocese of Sydney?

How many deacons are at some stage of the Presbyter application process at this point
in time?

What steps are being proactively taken, by any and all organisations related to the
Diocese of Sydney, to recruit more to serve as rectors in the Diocese of Sydney?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(e)

26

Of these, 7 have arrangements in place that anticipate an appointment being made in
the mid-term.

2021 - 30 (of these 14 have mid-term arrangements)

2020 - 31 (of these 10 have mid-term arrangements)

2019 - 34 (of these 9 have mid-term arrangements)

2018 - 23 (of these 7 have mid-term arrangements)

2017 - 18 (of these 6 have mid-term arrangements)

11.

It should be noted that a number resigned to take up senior clergy positions in other
dioceses or non-rector positions in the Diocese of Sydney, such as chaplaincy.

30 candidates and 24 applicants.

Ordained deacons in the ministry development program are made aware of the need
for presbyters and, where appropriate, encouraged to apply for candidacy. In addition
to this there are currently 56 ordained presbyters under the age of 60 serving as
assistant ministers in the Diocese.

Enrolments at Moore College

The Rev Dr Raj Gupta asked the following question —

In relation to Moore College enrolments —

(a)

(b)
(©

How many students (male, female and total) are enrolled in a Bachelor of Theology or
Bachelor of Divinity:

0] first year,

(i)  second year,

(iii)  third year, and

(iv)  fourth year

How many ordination candidates are there in each year of College?

What is the number of first year students (in a Bachelor of Theology or Bachelor of
Divinity degree) in each of the last 5 years?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —
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39.

The questioner has asked for the answer to be read aloud. | will read the totals for each part
of the answer. The full answers are shown in tabular form and will be available on the notice
board in the foyer.

Female 45
Male 159
Total 204

Currently there are 34 students at Moore College who are Sydney ordination candidates and
a further 22 students are seeking ordination in the Diocese of Sydney.

2018 - 52
2019 - 50
2020 - 45
2021 — 66
2022 - 52
(a)
Number of students (Headcount)
Yril Yr 2 Yr3 Yr 4 Total
Female 19 18 4 4 45
Male 51 45 37 26 159
Total 70 63 41 30 204
(b)
Number of students (Headcount)
Yrl Yr 2 Yr3 Yr 4 Total
Ordination candidate (Sydney) 1 4 16 13 34
Ordination candidate 0 2 2 > 6
(Armidale/other Anglican Diocese)
Seeking Sydney candidature 2 11 5 4 22
Not s_eekmg ordination in the 67 46 18 11 142
Anglican church
Total 70 63 41 30 204

(c) The table below shows the total number of students who commenced study at Moore

College in either the Bachelor of Theology or Bachelor of Divinity in 2018 to 2022.

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

# Students (Headcount)

52

50

45

66

52

Non-Disclosure Agreements and similar instruments

The Rev Dr Matthew Wilcoxen asked the following question —

My question relates to Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs), deeds of release with
confidentiality clauses, and any similar legal instrument, and their use in the termination of
employment relations at the parish and diocesan organisation levels:

(@)

(b)

Are NDAs, deeds of release with confidentiality clauses, or any similar legal instruments,
used in the termination of employment relations at the parish and diocesan organisation
levels?

Is the Archbishop informed when an NDA, a deed of release with a confidentiality
clause, or any similar legal instrument is used in the termination of employment relations
at the parish and diocesan organisation levels?
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(©

(d)

(e)

Has there been an increase in recent years of the use of NDAs, deeds of release with
confidentiality clauses, or any similar legal instrument, in the termination of employment
relations at the parish and diocesan organisation levels?

Is the Archbishop aware of any instances where an NDA, a deed of release with a
confidentiality clause, or any similar legal instrument, used in the termination of
employment relations, has had a deleterious impact on the future employment
prospects of young clergy or ministry workers?

Can the Archbishop advise the Synod if there is a biblical or theological basis for the
use of NDAs, deeds of release with confidentiality clauses, or any similar legal
instrument, in the termination of employment relations at the parish and diocesan
organisation levels?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

@)

(b)
(©)

(d)
(e)

The practice of most parishes and diocesan organisations is not known. However, there
are parishes and diocesan organisations that use deeds of release that include
confidentiality and non-disparagement clauses. Whether they are used will depend on
the nature and circumstances of the termination.

No.

No data is held on the extent to which these instruments have been used and are used
currently by parishes and diocesan organisations, so it is not possible to ascertain if
there has been an increase.

No. Itis difficult to draw a causal nexus between the use of these instruments and future
employment prospects.

The terms of reference of a Committee appointed by the Standing Committee include
providing theological reflections on the use of these instruments.

I am grieved by the unhappy circumstances that sometimes arise in Anglican parishes and
organisations where there has been relational breakdown, and am concerned that such
instruments not be used inappropriately in those moments. So | am very supportive of the
establishment of the Committee to reflect, investigate and make recommendations on this
matter.

40. Asbestos remediation

Mr Robert Gifford asked the following question —

My question relates to the asbestos assessment and remediation conducted by Greencap
amongst the parishes recently and is in several parts.

@)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(e)
()
)

(h)

How much did the diocese pay Greencap to conduct the inspections and report.
How many parishes were selected for inspection.

How many parishes received remediation notices.

What is the total estimated cost of remediation across the parishes.

What was the total cost of supervision by Greencap in those estimates.

How many parishes have not yet completed the remediation.

How many parishes used the services offered by Greencap to complete the
remediation.

How many parishes were able to arrange independent Worksafe approved remediation.

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

(©

$60,000 over 3 years in accordance with the Synod budget.

76 parishes were inspected over the 3 year period from 2019 to 2021 (a period affected
by Covid-19 related restrictions on movement between local government areas).

13.
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(d)
()

()
(9)

(h)

Not known as the cost of remediation is borne by the relevant parish.

Not known as the costs of supervision either by Greencap or other licensed supervisory
authority are borne by the parish.

2. This work is in progress.

None, although 2 parishes elected to appoint Greencap to supervise the remediation
works conducted by the contractor chosen by the parish.

9.

41. Child Sexual Abuse

Mr Craig Moore asked the following question —

| am conducting research on the professional understanding and construction of Child Sexual
Abuse post the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (CSA).
Research informs us that 80% of Child Sexual Abuse occurs in the family context. Research
also informs us that there is a high correlation between Domestic Violence and Child sexual
Abuse.

(@)
(b)
(©)

What steps are be taken to raise the issue of domestic CSA to a diocesan level so that
the appropriate resources are allocated to address it?

Given the work being done in Domestic Violence, can this work be expanded to include
CSA?

What steps are being developed to train our ministers, church workers, chaplains, etc. in:

0] Understanding and identifying CSA in their congregations and ministries they are
involved with for the Diocese?

(ii) Responding to disclosures of CSA?
(i) Training their congregations about domestic CSA?

(iv)  Empowering children in our care to see our ministers, church workers, chaplains
and teachers as safe people to disclose CSA in the family context?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

(b)
(€)

Resources are already available. Safe Ministry training provides education on all forms
of abuse, including child sexual abuse (regardless of where it is perpetrated and by
whom) and covers how to respond appropriately in a church ministry setting.

Parishioners, clergy and other church workers can also contact the PSU (now renamed
as the Safe Ministry Office) for advice and assistance about all forms of abuse, including
responding to domestic abuse identified in the course of church ministries.

The Standing Committee could consider doing so.

0] The following resources are currently available:
Safe Ministry training (Essentials, Refresher & Junior Leaders)

Safe Ministry modules 2-5 for Moore Theological College students. This is
compulsory training. Relevant modules are:

Module 2: Faithfulness in Service Code of Conduct
Module 3: What is Child Abuse and Effects of Child Abuse
Module 4: Pastoral Response to Child Abuse

Safe Ministry modules 6-8 for ordinands in the Ministry Training & Development
program. This is compulsory training. The modules include: ‘the Consequences
of Abuse on a Parish’, ‘Safe Churches’, and ‘People who Abuse: Pastoral
Management’.

The Safe Ministry Blueprint documents for various leadership roles
(https://safeministry.org.au/blueprints/)

The resources page of safe ministry training website
(https://safeministry.training/resources/)

(i)  See the previous answer.



https://safeministry.org.au/blueprints/
https://safeministry.training/resources/

Questions under business rule 6.3 47

(i)  All persons who undertake ministry to children are required to undertake Safe
Ministry Training. Anyone can undertake Safe Ministry Training or access
information about child sexual abuse on the resource page of the safe ministry
training website.

(iv)  Empowering children in our care is covered in the Safe Ministry training course
which is informed by the Child Safe Standards and the Anglican Church of
Australia Safe Ministry Training Benchmarks. This topic will also be addressed at
the upcoming Faithfulness in Ministry Conference 2023.

42. Committee to review use of Non-Disclosure Agreements

The Rev Dr Michael Jensen asked the following question —

Can you confirm that the Standing Committee has set up a committee to conduct a
review of the use of non-disclosure agreements and the like in the Diocese? If so, who is on
the committee and what are its terms of reference? And was anyone from Uphold (formerly
known as the Gospel Workers Advocacy Group) consulted before setting this committee up?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

Yes.

The Committee is comprised of Archdeacon Simon Flinders, Mrs Stacey Chapman, Ms Yvette
McDonald, Mr Mark Streeter and the Rev Alli Muscat.

Uphold was consulted. A member of the review Committee, the Rev Alli Muscat, is also a
member of the Uphold Committee.

43. Workers Compensation Claims

Mrs Kim Hinkley asked the following question —

@)
(b)

(©)
(d)

How many worker’s compensation claims have been made by employees of the diocese
in the last 10 years?

And, of those claims in Q1, please provide the nature of the workplace injuries sustained
(i.e.: whether the injuries were classified as physical injuries or psychological injuries);
and how many for each classification. And, of these claims of each classification how
many did the insurance company accept liability for and how many resulted in the
Workers Compensation Commission/Personal Injury Commission order the diocese
organisation to pay lump sum compensation and was there any additional negligence
or other payment made?

How many worker’s compensation claims have been made by employees of diocese
organisations in the last 10 years?

And, of those claims in Q3, please provide the nature of the workplace injuries sustained
(i.e.: whether the injuries were classified as physical injuries or psychological injuries)
and how many for each classification and, of these claims of each classification how
many did the insurance company accept liability for and how many resulted in the
Workers Compensation Commission/Personal Injury Commission order the diocese
organisation to pay lump sum compensation and was there any additional negligence
or other payment made?

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)

The Diocese is not a legal entity and does not have employees.

Nonetheless, in relation to parishes, each has its own policy of workers compensation
insurance and no data is received or kept on the total nhumber or type of claims by
workers in parishes.
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44,

45,

(b)

(©)
(d)

In relation to the organisations that run the central administration of the Diocese, the
answer is 6.

Of these 6 claims: 5 were physical and 1 was psychological. All claims were accepted
by the insurer. No orders were made by the Commission. In 1 case an additional
payment was made as part of agreed terms to bring the employment to an end.

Each diocesan organisation has its own policy of workers compensation insurance. The
total number of claims is not known.

Not applicable.

Administrative support for parishes

The Rev Marty Davis asked the following question —

(@)
(b)

(©)

How many Rectors in the Sydney Diocese are the only paid staff member at the church?

Has Standing Committee considered the administrative support needs of Churches and
the workload placed on Rectors in Parish, without paid administration staff?

Has the SDS or the Bishops or Standing Committee considered providing administration
staffing services to churches, on an opt-in basis, whereby they pay for certain hours of
work? Eg: ENC’s centralised administration arrangement with its churches.

To which the President replied —

| am informed that the answer is as follows —

(@)
(b)

(©)

This part of the question cannot be answered as no data is collected from parishes on
this matter.

The Standing Committee has recently requested the Strategy and Research Group to
make recommendations to address the findings of a recent research study into Rector
departures. One of the findings of the research was the need to identify ways in which
the Diocese can provide effective assistance with the ongoing administrative workload
of Rectors.

Further, the various needs of churches across the Diocese, including those related to
parishes without paid administrative staff, often inform debate and decisions made
across the range of issues that come before the Standing Committee.

The idea has not been given detailed consideration in recent years, although a
concerted effort is made to relieve administrative burden where possible. In early 2023
SDS is to enact a planned restructure, so as to create a “Parishes and internal
Operations Division” using existing staff and resources, but with a greater focus upon
providing support to parishes in their ministry. Ideas such as these are very welcome as
that Division seeks to determine how it may best support the ministry of parishes.

Statement of support for the Christian ethos and charter of a school

The Rev Dr Richard Wenden asked the following question —

This question relates to the Governance policy for Diocesan Organisations — statement of
support for the Christian ethos and charter of a school.

The Standing Committee minutes at point 7.7 in the report state that:

“Noting that the guidelines had included an exception that ‘a person who is
elected or appointed as an alumni representative on a school board before 1 July
2020 may sign a statement of support for the Christian ethos and charter of the
school as an alternative to signing a statement of personal faith’, we amended
the Guidelines to remove that exception and the associated appendices.”

My question is this: Given that this was a matter that went before the Synod in 2014 and that
it was strongly debated, is there a reason why the decision by Standing Committee to remove
the exception for alumni did not go before Synod again?

To which the President replied —
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| am informed that the answer is as follows —

In 2014, by resolution 23/14, the Synod determined that the Statement of support for the
Christian ethos would only remain available as an option for alumni members until 1 July 2020.
Thereafter, any person appointed as an alumni representative on the governing board or
council of a diocesan school must sign the Statement of personal faith instead.

The amendments referred to in the Standing Committee report to the Synod for 2021 at point
7.2 did not have any substantive effect. The decision was made by the Synod in 2014 when it
set the 1 July 2020 end date.
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